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Date :(~ Jan 1945 


• 

1 January 1945 

SUBJ ECT: Opera tiona Report.
!. 

TO Adjutant General, U.s. Al'l1J:1, Vf8.sb1ngton, D.C. (ThlU channels). 

1. In compliance with the requiranents ot }llragraph 10, AR 345­
105, dated March 10, 1943, ~ following operations report of the 701st 

tank Deatr~er Sa tt.al.ion ceyering the period 1 Decenber 1944 to 31 

December 1944, is herewith sabmitted. 


2. The operations cOTered in thisr.port are statements trom the 
Unit Jou.rnal and Battalim Dairy, and supporting ev1dence for said state­
ments is attached. 

3. Previous operationa report 8l1bmitted covered period 'up to anel 

including 30 Uovember 1944. 


Fer the Commanding Officer: 
/,:- , 

J()!L~~ 
o 

_ / JOHN E. DOOLEY, 
(.1st; Lt., 701at TO 1m., 

Adjutant. 

***************** 

OPERATIOIS OF THE 701ST TAR DESTROYER BAl'TALION 

Periocl: 1 December - 31 December 1944. 

Locations of 701et TD Bn. beg1miR8 of period: 
MAPS: 1/50,000, SheRa 98-1, 106-1V, QSGS 4229, ltal,.. 

BIl. CP - 1-818045. Bn. Traina - L-8l7044. 
A Co CP - 1-857229. 1st; Plat - L-85672295. 201 Plat - 1-8562270. 

3rd Plat - (1 gun)-L-82S262; L-828259. (2 gllns)-L-829259. 
B Co CP - L-843224. "A" Bt17 - L-84362250; "B" Bt17 - L-S4702.242. 
C Co CP - ~00766 (Assy. Area) 
Ren Co OP - 1-771123. 1st "2nd )ten Plata. -L-79S095. 

3rd at Pioneer Plata. -L-773127. 

Period opened with A Comp&lW' (-3d Plat) in artillery positions attached 

t.o First Armored Division Artillery vtth mission of re1nfercing fires of the 

27th Armored. Field Artillery Battalion. 3d Platoon of A Canpany in anti-tank 

peaitions attached to 9lst Ren. Bn. in 1 AD sector. 
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I ec..,a .. 1a artJ.llerl i>oalt.lona at.t.&.:te4 to ,u.t. A..o_ 1l1,,1.a1ell 

4rUUer, wlUllltlnl= or re1at"orc1na t1,... ur t.he91at. :\l'lIOred n.lA1 

AlUllerl a.U.all<J!'. .; eM"., .'t.r.ohtd ,"0 Firat Arnaerec:l Divialon He_ne_ 

lla ••Sftb1, ar... ;':00. co. '.I.'" Bat.t.&1l9ll eont.rca1 dt.h uaibicm 01 

. JalaM.1n1Af, hlghild:l ti6527 [roas L-8l9043 to L-7001C]O. 

1 nN. - lfOJ!llll bl.r...81ng Jd.a.I'I1lI tlJ"ed. 

2 n.c. - Jet PlAt.., ,\ COCIpaq7, rcrrerted to control or 0(;"8". 1 AD at. 

0I12OOA !1ec whaa CC"Bll PaU.._ 91.\ Rem Brl in pl&O.. 1st flat.oon, C Goai.&IV 

....-.d r~ ,,7:.xtf66 toL-8lO264 alOfJin& a" 021OC()A he 41. ill pnpe.rat.1OA tor 

rel.illYing 3d ?14tvon, j. C-sarv. C COtlfJllDl (-1. Plat) ,pnparinl t .. Ia>Y...t,. 

Ron. \;Q. COl~ct..-l. rwt. ..........1...". t.o hlonluno &114 UCOftD_l.l&. 4.' B 

COUlp~rJ... tlrel1 Wl~o..rna .......l~m.1.dona. 1& PlU.tooa,. C CMpaq 

oaapl_tfJd relld' of Jcl p~..... ot 4 ;~~ 111 plJiCCI &rlCt Jd PMl'-n, i. C...,..,. 

.,ftd t.o A COIIIpAII' area .. ~2225l l'_.rtl~ to A o.'l~. 00AVel. 

) Dec. - JIfo oban~.. C' a.,q (-1.& plat.) ftJaI'kQ .,. ~'fO(1166 at. 

0)1.800A Pec 44, cleMel in .... noW'¥ lr.et2QZ3S at 04011SA DM 44. 

Attached. t.o 1 AD AIUllJt17 t,.' ...,.10=•. tobe tS.rea at _ n..JA A.ft1lle17 

S Pee. - C CI¥i\;&JV (-1." fIlM) Mok. "P .r\U1~ pM1i1oaa.· CGciltirt' CP 

L-G082145. U Plat-ooll - 1..-82(;21-232'10: 3d "]dNA - W19lJ!J.-.23)4J. 

fr.7 Deil. Jl(oftIIIJ. IUalgne4 .;aU. by all.s.,••, 
;Il Zlec.- C i~O"'lPMi (-1. P14) MV_ OQl'aparw· CP. ... J,.8182)1. 2d .P1&t.oOA 

to 1,..319233 am 3d fJlAt.oon .......)1.. 

9 \0 2S n.1! - R..-mal aeliped dut.i. by all uJ,t,a. 

26. Pee. - 2d .. nat.eorl, ltGn ao 	mowcl rn. L-'19S09S \0 Y1td1a1V L-7224J 

W32?; 	&ncl W).27 ter &1r-potUtd coo~Uaa UIla1oe • 
..atd 
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L-818Ot.s at. 2n500h Dec. &.4, 2d i'l.. t.oon, Ren. Co., return«1 to L-79S ij)ij 

to IV ~orpB ~~ctor. 

Sat.talloo ~&) - ..-14,;."96 
A Cocapan;y CP a ,,-141792­
B C~pa", CP - ·t-14J7~5 
C CO!t~1VlY cr - .-144Ti8 
Ren. Co ~p - -:-l387~J 
3n. Traina -r1.39798 

COll sta1 sectOr rroll Vlanggio 80ut.h t.0 .aGat.h or ';erchl0 IU ftr (~1-9987Jl). 

Pos1tlonu at. close or 	~..ioch 

an cr -r-lJt4796. Hn Tra1na - ,.rlmj~. 
A Co CP -",-14l792 
B Co CP -'a4J795 
c 1;0 CP -,.;lJ.4798 
Ren Go Cf' -..-004774. 	 1st. Pla&. -U-99.376). 2d Plat. -1J-9e.8?92. 3d ililt. -0-9'1'1'1')0. 

~'iOll..r PlJlt _:,,:-(0477) • 

.... 

-J­
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• ._1i1; .. .. 

81 

)If, !!.tah :>-..plolilic - - - - - - - - - ~,248 

3ft , Tltu.. .... - - - - - - - - .. - - - 39 

Tot.al 
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HF.AUQU AR'U..t1S 
N1S1' :rANi\' Jg;j];dOYEa BAT'.U.LIOH 
AYJ 404 u.s. k1.1lfY 

6 January 191.\.5. 

1. During the periJd 1 - 31 December 19h4 the .t3attaJ.ion suffe;cediihe fol­
lowing pcl':i011nelbattleoasualties, 

Of)1. r}cor,;e -fl'. : \arcoux" 110)8900" co. II A" ~ LWA" Loi[:no" It.3..ly" 15 Dee 44 
(HOSP) • 

(Hosp) • 

2. 7!.i.l: l,)llow·.i.ng chances ~ status of formerly report.ed p~rsollllCl battle 
casu;lltie.i occurred. 

.. 
:'"t. ;•.J' 1". Hanahaw, 3229)OAO, Co. "13" - Returnea ,,;) duts 1 Dec 44. 

). v.r..i of c,ne foilowing decora.tions"i'~re !"ublished during this period, 

il. TnL. f'JJ.·;)le Heart 'i'l.:lS awarded to the i'ollO)'V:i.:ng nameu :i.n.:.ividuJ.ls 
fol' ',O':J\.'-> l'cC~i-'1' "~ in aotion agai.nst the enemy. 

E;f~t. Lii/rcnce F • .Biggs, 34333008, Co. Ite" 

fv'i:i. Clyd.e Monroe, .3m9052, Co. "A" 

d/ 3i~t. JCl.'IlCS o. Johnson, 3521.3654, co. II A" 

pll [,. Vernv.l1 K. welch, Ylw3;;J'l, 00. II A" 

PVG. J:wcc E. TWettq, 38084398, 00. "A" 


o. '£h,' fl..r~1i Oak Leaf aluster was awarded to Pvt. Kermevh L. llaneelTI 
o2ulJ;I), Co. "A" for wound. received in action against the enemy. 

http:Vernv.l1
http:viduJ.ls
http:report.ed
http:l,)llow�.i.ng
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J .. ,,. l--.l ft.... alJlI1... O&n':Lefl _, '" \he C....... 


1 ,. ...,. It .,ta... 92 W. Dly1l1ea Cft~ '*. lei n...... a 00, 

....... Jcl III )66 1111. 84., 24 Plat. .., ...oW YIO xiii. IlttP. lR •• 24 Pla\MM 

.....1UJrc 160 fa- en. 3d F11L~ .,........1 1.,. ..... 

l.a\ P1&'. vic 9109" 

sa "",AJIt ,..1t.S-... N Plat. ft, ,,,.97a, dJ.r_ ft.", ,. Pl.', ftiat.... 

'" !:'~' ~... ., 599 .,...... Ina 9",co• 

. 9-11'." A,I, -DIll C 0.,,'1.. ..-1M......1 AN aUahM. 1'1.... 

......... ... 1 •• 0 Co.plD1 .. OP•• :. Co _nUDa.. \e"ft7 out. ••lUi", jat.nla 

.,...... Uft.. 1ft ••tor. 
~ :"', ,» Mp. 1 C. (-18 PlA') .,...... lOlf DiY ... ~....." ..... t.o Dl~ 

"'AM.'U..,, 10 lif J1wi,t. ...t 1,0CJ014,.. la, nu, i 0., at.ucU4 to 7'1 t&• 

............ ,.. co. .......... .,..." ••1 ••\ro1 tna 424 ...4. on.p ... 
"."" l', 

• '. '~', '~_',. 1 

.' ~~ ­

,In•• ·_m.". ....." .'91 DlYldM. ' 

. ""<" 1, ,... A Co, or., Sl?12" 1. Pla\ '8811'1, 241 J'.I.A, l.at. :-...t.1e.. 489Ul, 

.,...... 49»41, ,. Pla\, '1'lJ9. c to (QPJ (J...I4 .., J.la .le... lI2,*, , •• 

• 0., __..... 92 w. D1...... 1906004 ,. ..,. 1. _h .. "us, at; oloM ., 

,..W. IUl. """ to ••••'rol ..... ~1Da. 

2tM - A Co, 1" Plat., J ... at. 58Bl12,u Pla\. 2 p1lII ,·to UJ1,Sa, a pM 

a' 4021U, qpponiai 10)lff U••M in ~tillerl rU• • e. CP at 5575-149'. , 

pM ... "53-1474, 4 ...., S'S-lSO, 2 ....t. $6l-lSS••10•• 19U5Ol ,." ,.. 

"eta, to"D __me Sapport1D& SIP Sa &n~17 nle. 

•a1 'fib - I., C. (-la, P'J.Q) J.a ."'Pport. ollO n DlY1a1_ ...... ad Pl., rio 

54J-l.8I, )I Plat. Ya J185-169" J1.f0-.).69', 5.(65-17)2, J26J-1T'O. I Co ,..,a.... ....... '- ............ 
-I. 
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",." ..:., '.' . ,
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Q ,eb - • Co (-.let-Pl.&\) la Mpporl .t 10 lit ill'11.1OD. 24 JII1&t. .\ ,""183. 

, . 'JU-1I.J6 544-184.. S43-1~.)I ~~ ., S2o-tll, 526-171,J24-112; t1r1ac 08 ., 
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1 - . , • ,~ .... " "' • 

., ... I .....,'S~. 
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:)~~~·':?_loa. ftri11g ~lt.aftll •• ~.I' §CHSS.· 5l4-Uf. w.4 a~ .')-14l 1Ift16 i. 

tt.aUotlll27 "'"'_ ~.,. 1g\\A. . ..,__~ 1, ..... at. 0Il._ ....... "Ce or .1a~~' 
~;:' ,.i6ool M +, .., ,Ull4. 
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1. turing t.he, Pti"1od., 1-2d ~bna&'7 1945, tn1l orglildsatloa .,",VeNCl 
1M t.ll~ peraoaMl b..t,U. eaftalt,l... 

Pto elide ».rotoa 3U9.2" "0 "an LWA '7 feb 4S 
" 

; , ~ ht. Jobn T., J)oat.er Ul4191. Co "e" . Lf.:A 13 F•• 45 

2. fbi following QMlape 14 atat"u ot pr...loualy reporkd pet"aontlti 
~tJ.e I;i--..lt.i•• are NjIiOl'kci: 

, ~;.' Cpl;eore;. fi. Jan.-- 11038900 ~ HAlt UA ,150. 44 a'l'O 2.4 F•• 4S 

;.' 3. Jl.ll'ila6 t.he per1od,lJ-U "~Jl 1945. t.M tollowill& a.aftta to per­
~el of tnia ort,ania-'1QA ..r.&nno~~ 

>",< :, 	 &. Bro!!!! '. tar J!!!!6l' , 
, 

1. 	 2d Lt KNU'S 141 Jq::'l'h:CM, o-J.1991QJ, ka a.., ~or MJ'lte,lod 
&ttrvi••e, ,_ aapport. air oGIIIiIM, .,..a\leaj, t'rrJta ~ 00'0"1', 
1~44 '0 Zlfha-.ber 1944, ,.,.. 1M ., GO 10. 14. Hq. rUt.h 
Anq, ciaWIt " "a.ruaq 194.5, , 

2. 	 T/sgt La......e: J. Fa., .JCliwnaa, Hq Ii Hq ":0., to r JdrIt.oJ"l.otl • 
• on1.088 a,~t., Lroa 24 Febhal'1 19J.4 t.o 5 J~ 1944, pel' 
Sea , JO ~'.14, Bq 'Utah ••, ..Mel b F'~17 l'ItS. 

3. s/~gt H.~ ,tI. iCtult.a, J5~'4'19, c. -.". for l&el·lt.Grloal .er­
yto., 1J\ ...., tl"Oia 25 !larch l?44 '0 ) Jane 1944, per S.. V. 
GO No. 14,· ..·,'1tth Al"JD,Y, 4aW6 , ........., 1945. 

4. 	 ~i:)gt Jaau H.~,*..a, 660157), a. "C·, tor l'It. dtoriotle Mr­
1'10•• in 811p;."': OOdloat op*ra.tlou,tl"OAl 2Z Sia, 1944 to 
9 .s.pt...lAtr 1'44. )Mtr S. '" QO 110. 14, Hq P'1ft~""" ....
6 Febra.ar,y 194J. 	 . 

b. l.t. oak ltrtl Cluat.r ,,'Palm1• Rean. 

1. T.e S ~~orp A. ~, J7)6S178, Co .el' , per 3•• II, ~ 10. 10,
Mq le.. Ana4 fJit'e, u. 

O. ?Iupl, a_E\ tor It", 1!!I1Y- in AeYu 'e.lut tbe' IB,.. 
1•• Hgt. Ju.s.. I. F.-.u '4iOI886 ~'" 1*" ,3ec II, 00 ~o. " 

H;.:t 1... ~.. DiY., • .: ". 

2. 	 '1'.. S .Del••• a.Korj.~_~" J744968J, Ce "0-. ~I' Seo 11,30 h. 9, 
HCl let. 4Jw,cl 011'... ca. 

", 

5*" __ 
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rStl!.!en tor'.';YI H!!1e1ve4 111,.\0£109 AsaiMt. the En!!l '(CO»t.) 
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Kq llt.Jlrmd,ilT.,' 08, 
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1. utrdtt"!(.l:! n-d.t.hp',.r,n:;10!5 ~'.i:<ICt, 01' t .~ 7CJlst lank . ~1i1t..:.,.;yyJ' 
"I.d..t"l;,1J' ~",)r t\r! ;'·:ri.:x1 1 - 31 :-,are,'; 194.5. lrIC~'..ia.tv", 1':-1 cO'r.pl1~na<!l '''It.i4 
p&l'i.grapt" li... ,.\, Ji.;""lV~, datl\>d. 10 .;.<l'uh 1')43. 

2. 'fbb ov'~'r.L1onft r.por\. 1_ toail:ea fn>la "he Uolt. tlourn-=il .. :14 Unit. !,)1ar,Y 
.It.oU =>1H,ortli•. ~ .... ,)\..'iJ.;:Mr"t.itx·/ .yhl~t:tl.~e iolS .\.wanoo ~~hGreto. 

). Ot..of'l.t.i.(Jr,s r,',':vrt cov:riil;; i- r'l~x, t::J',.' ,.1 , .(.:1 ,.$v1''''.;. t·j' t/i~. :l@alti..fI!ti 

pr.vioualy. 
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U,Cdti:.Jl'l ;)f' 7~,1::ct. r: u. ;'<{; -tnt" c.' '..it' ,1',ricx1: 
1/)0,U.'t) , '>l~",tn 'j7 r. ~8 j 11, 9':t. 1V , 

.n iI'Jdm; - ,,)')l-L.. '-~,·r; , 
'!':!'t"i;a,t 5)'}-P') ;; >\flA 

)~)-1::4 - ... ,lZn 
)"ctJJIlt. - 53-I-B), :Jhl-1Jtj, ':.:;-l~•• :,~;-l~> 
6 ~:.u4li ill t ~),;o }-.L.:;( '.) '- ,>HH, ii i,. '0 :,-l;;v 
.( :'1au. !i t Jb1-15'1 

,,'0 " ;/i~-lj:1,.li.. v ;~n,:~\ at ;;j~5J-l ....~.:~), :; ·....L-..s nt. i~1.lv-:..,.)l.~ 
:({'!JI :.. , ~7:~19Q let. 1<,.\., Lst 'tctfon,;t r./li..-i<J7 J 

,,:l...i .··.::tl·J,".\. 
~r-.;!l;· t., .};:·~.j-2-~S 

31"'0 ,~ ... '" :;;·a-l,'/ 
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on tazo,&et.. of opportua1t, t.ndprobabl• ., lC)eat.1one. ~J.\1,~. 11A$• .'l.lId el'«¥lI' 

were ~ll cow;r~, .ntls .firtl b hcli",ved t.o :::>e lA.r,:;~ 11 Nti"onr"Ud.e fQr fI1 

,e""onnel of &;.;JJ'I3lt1JM. t. e.,.,~ atr~n;: t.h to iHl!'r~flQIU' t..) ou r r.,rc ,: •• raro_ 

!:&dden ~)rovi(Jed ,;;ireet.tlre eavot't .nile aeco.f\Y':'u.; u~ .I6"taclC. A Co CF 

• t. 51b-U9; 20 ;-1&". 1ft Seert. - 1 .~ a.t, ~J)..181; ana. 1 g-,m .t. 544-1~.5. 2A. 

Sect. at. )O!)--l;1.; ~i ;>120'_ ut. ".ot <~, 48'1-151, 2d,..:t Q., 492-l4l. J Ile, 

101 ct at 573-.2.00. :1 Co, 7S1 l'ank lin ",;1' at. 511-177, ) ;,.~W'l $It. ;I(.jJ~-l~.J 1 '90' 

.'S;j7-1bb, 1 eot a to. ).)0-171, 1 K<J.n at. )17-1T/J and 1 ~un ~t. ~1',~-13J. \; 1.io, 

751 tank .r. .~ i at. /40-16a, 4 &UfW i;1t )2(,..171, 2,;l.ltlts at 544-1et., 1 ;..ll.a.t at. 

:545-1.:';1. ) t;.hnit;.S ;'Q:~_ cto_ ." ~5,)-1~, 1 t.~rJc .t ~5-18S. l; Co, 7~1 :"a.&'.lk un 

'C:' a.t :/:,19-1':",:', l."t }i4.\ atS40-1a,. 2" :'1-", 1'" :sect at. ~Y/-l8l, ~ .....t 

,n-'HW, j.r.:. l'l~,t vic ,41-11,. c~u, 'Iv. 'J tin ••t.chiJ ..34 Illy i,rt.1 at O)ll..)4A. 

vic 571-176. 

4 })arcn _ .• ,A (-u,J'1..~) ,a.lId 9 fUllj ..: CH, 1$1 Tank'. (-2 n.b) .. 

~ ~o, 7~1 Tank :)n I"e"::'l';,raed 1. ~'lt1oa ~nta.z .t....ck b)' direct n,a..&t. 
. " ­

701 lmoek-oQ O·lt. eo. ,'::f'\w .. fj 1)c:'~ S1II1! jJro,.Ueo .\S,)-:tY1. 

5 lat'Cfl -, ;;c (-bt ,ltlt) fin4l"_~1 i\ar&anag .a16~)lon.'t!iI t.que:::t. f)t 

t~ ~bi. i'i anQ G JO;4jalue_. 701 eeat:lafJd in iU.ro.' '1lP!>i>l't ot 10 '" ~',iv 

o ;!&rch - l~c.Q Ge relUV4J&l .,000QOCl,\ !1.ltl' •• 01:0." at 6(.>1-18) At 

OQQ1OOA Soiar. hea1nlng ... tobll Jl ~rpa "11i.l i'l1l"\UoJ' a~M 81at, ;~Cfl ~:'-!. J.Pl~ t. 

I) ee, 751 rank f:sr1 :\lOved tZ'(:a vic 5~-lA4 ~,j,o.tac,.t,'1~1" ., ~)~ war. 
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~:tnt'_.." 

au..eb-.nhd. )c1 lat., ) ;,;e, '~l rarw. :,a. MOV':'~ \.0; lst cct. at. 505-172, 2cl eo' 

., 51)-10) cloS.1nJi!. &t. lCla3OA. ...,. a.n..; l"a!IIline(j) at-enG t3 tl ,;0, 751 fAnk ;·1.11. lit 

l!) - 1.6 ,;"arch - )IS Hat, :.; ee, 701, re11e,. thair lst. h,t, at l5...·0)0" Jar 

wUh&.1t. tnc1d~JJ:,. L~t. l&t. !<':.t.tin~ -.1ntflt",!'iCO check -lid 911 ch;:n:(,.. ~'. &nc.t t.: -'::0., 

751 'i'au1<~t'l !larriQ('~ o;;.t eil 'et. fire :a1*.1... l Co, ('1 fir-3d Qu "',ppr01.J.;ut.61¥ 

1.lt:jc::).\5l", ~ .:.~l.1i4~ ;..;it:l 1":H~r;. l'tVl.lnded. B Co, 701 iil'ftd OA fill t.o"q';, ) i.t S;8~ 

'iIDooklA.II.' _mel" oit. 
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.... Period. 

20 - !:arcfl - ,:;0, 701, ::loved 16~ j lat pita. one t;lo1n 2d ;l:~t. t.o W31-2369 

421.. \, :pe 

1n n." at ' €'C t aj, .. 1l".0\,..·_ ...'t J'" _ .., i " .....•'L:.. ~c..,.." .c. ",lIj.llAlf, ,,::0 

1 tal".k ar:d 1~S-lA5 - 1 ~'JrUc., .2a r;!ht., 14\ oct. S2o-17C - J \"~uk~, ,!d::~Qt. at. ~l6-176 

2 t.a.nr;r, Jci :;-l&.t, lilt. ,f.ict. .5-,7-165 - , t...~lnjgt, lEi ~eaQt. l+:tJ-lb6 - 2 tanke, clo.1ng 

•••• ''1.
s 



• 

531-17~. 

I 
I 

.1 

8a CP aa Traina L>8l-118 

lilt. ; lat. lst. leOt. 4I9-1S1 - a lOa 
o 



• • (~.... 

;osit~ .._.t,5 at close 01 PIt"" (751 rank an)· 

is!!!!! 

2t :eet 5C1l-IJ7 - 2 're8 - Indirect. tbe 

2d t'lat. 505-138 - 4 TDa - Indirect ,tire 
3d )'lat 553-195 - 4 tDs 
lst Plat 006-254 - 2 ros 

&01-244 - 2 tna 
2nd Flat. 566-219 - I~ Tne. 
3l"4 Plat· 609-25':' - 2 tDa 

009-253 - .2 't!Je 
!at. Plt (Able btry) S918-2)67 
2nd Plt (Dog btry) 6047-23S9 
Jet i'it. (star. bt.ry) 5926-2348 
rion"r'latoon 706-2.31 (J aortun) 

lb17-129 let t1~, l~ ~.ct 493-140 - 2 tanka 
;t~ lu.1 ,••ct 4B8-14J - 1 tank 

2OO 1at, 1st ~ect 530-170 - 3 tanka 
.. N -2nd' .ct; 51b-176 - 2 taGke.,ret Plt, :2.let 

!.ect 
~;.ct. 507-165 - :1 tan.. 

499-166 - 2 tank. 
18t j~lt 565-427 - , tank. 
2ncl, Plt 57~-207 - , ~. 
31"4 ~'l' 55.3-1:;5 - , tann 
let Plt., 1st :'ect SJ~l~O - ) taltka" lllttt. 

2nd .,ect )37-182 - .2 talka, 111ht 
2nd f'lt., 18 to ...I~ t. 5~!7-l76 - J taakt, 11ib' 

2nd ::eot 531-177 - 2 tanka, 11,h\ 

jrd ~lt., 1st ~ ect. S.19-18.s - J tanka, l1:ht. 


2nd.:~.ct 540-18) - 2 yak., light 
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a-1 	AIBl to OPiRATIONS UPOItt FOR.PElOD 1 - 31 MARCH 1945 

I. 	 a. CAIJALTDI' 
Dat-e of 'f7pe ot 

Gra4! !!at J!I gg Ca.ey.altJ eawelp 

SI' B1011f.,. W.~l., 15042970 C 5 liar 45 LWA 
Pto CIIIa..l.. .. l.itA 32033603 C 5 Mar 45 LWA 
Cpl Daloo L. Zeigler JltO'7l66o C 6 Jlar .;.s L1fA 
M lM"!" lI. Ph1ll1pe 698;182 B ,6 -r 4; LWl 
'1'.0 5 Wtl1tM c. 11q 14004817 c 7 Mar 45 LWA 
PYt Dal. P. 1017-00 398)207 C -1 Mar 45 LWA 
Pvt .10" f. SIU\b 34442336 C 8 .liar 4; IIA

*s/sgt St.erlJ.ac Ie Sldt.b 15042538 C 9 JIlr 45 LWA
Sa' DoaalA J. Ilaak 33246805 A 29 Mar 45 LU 
Cpl Jar1 I. Gip.n 1507T722 ROIl 29 Mar 4S III 

*s/Sgt. .ria W. leo... 34147207 ROIl 29 Mar 45 J.IA 

* IDIlioa.... ,.~-1MmIMIl not hoepit.au..od. 

pre B 	 LWA 9 F.b 4S l~fD 24 liar 45 

II. 	 AWARDS 

a. 	 Legion ot Merit.. 

rlSgt 370988)1 Co a, pai' GO 151 Jlq If(XJ'' •• 

b. 	 Bro.e Skr lIMal. 

rl>gt HowaN J ••.uilll JSl55475 III " Hq ee, p~r GO 124 let Al'IIIi 

o. 	 furpl0 Heartl 

Tee 5 Williaat c. Q.ac l4OO4817, C. C per GO 118 Hq let And D1••e, 
Ptc .Lorenzo P. Pe.. UOI7O'll, Co C per 00 119 Ret 1.t AI'a4l Dl..... 
Pvt. wUllata J. Ko_1E """'3 C. C per tlt'I20 IIq l.t AI'IIIIl DiT .. 

III. iiEPLAcmwnSs . 	 ,­

Du1ag t.lle p.rlO41 Uaa Ba'ta.llon reo.lnd ... ott1.r aM • .txt.eu enlisted 
••n aa repla"',-nta. 

IV• ROTArIOI AID t.ii'MPC8ARt DUnI 

, Sa..... enli.ted _. daparkd tor the U. a... t ....." .." alllll ..Ten 4 .... pan" 01& I'OtaUoa. 
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HEADQUJ~RTE.11S * SECRET 
701ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION i.~Per Alith: ~- 1J:1t Ti) 
APO 464 U.5. i~rmy ~'Initia1s: ~) 

*Date: 10 y 1945 

10 Uay 1945 

SUBJECT: 	 Operations Report. 

TO 	 Adjutant General, U. S. l~nny, VTashington 25, D.C. 
(Thru Channels) 

1. Submitted herewith Operations Report of the 701st Tank 
Destroyer Battalion for the period 1 - 30 ~pril 1945, inclusive, 
in compliance with paragraph 10, AR 345-105, dated 10 March 1943. 

2. This Operations Report is taken from the Unit Journal and 
Unit Diary and supporting docwnentary evidence is attached thereto. 

3. Operations Report covering period through 31 March 1945 
was submitted previously. 

FOR THE COillil~NDING OFFICER: 

./( :7 ?M._l"~ ."

~?'HN E DOOLEY 
__ / 1st Lt, FJ... G 

1 Inclosure: J...dj 
Opns Rpt w/allied Papers 
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_~~________ _ T. __ ,ur>ERATIONS HEfflRT OF TI.E 701st TANK D~TIi0iER BATTALION FOR TEe; PERIOD ! ~ 'ID 

. JJ APRIL 1945. 

Location of Troops on 1 April 1945: 

Battalion CP•••••••••••••.•••••••••••••• L557150 
Battalion Trains •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1581118 

Reconnaissance COr.pany•••••••••••••••••• L710219 
4th Recon. Platoon (3 8h.lD l..ortars) •• L7062)1 

Cor:paI'ij' fIA. It ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• L516129 
1st Platoon (1st Section) •••••••••••• 1489151 
1st Platoon (2nd Section) •••••••••••• L507137 
2nd Platoon•••••••••••••••••••••••••• L505138 
3rd Platoon •••..•........••...••••••• L55.3195 

ConpaItf IIBI•••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• lOO7252 
1st Platoon (1st Section) •••••••••••• 1606254 
1at Platoon (2ud Section) •••••••••••• 1601244 
2nd Platoon•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1566219 
Jrd Platoon. (1st ~Of:tiOIlJ •••••••••••• Lt.o9252 
Jrd Platoon (2nd Section) •••••••••••• 1009253 

Col11P~ tiC II ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1593235
1st Platoon•••••••••••••••••••••••••• L59182367 
2nd Platoon••••••.••••••••••••••••••• L00472359 
Jrd Platoon•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 159262348 

751 Tank En. (B, C & D Co IS Operationally attached) 
"B" CoLlpar:cr, 751 Tank m..•••••••••••••• L517129 

1st Platoon 12 Tanks •••••••••••••••• L4931Lo 
1st Platoon 1 Tank •••••••••••••••• 148814)
1st Platoon 1 Tank •••••••••••••••• L488145 
2nd Platoon 13 Tanks •••••••••••••••• L530170 
2nd ~latoon 2 Tanks •••••••••••••••• 1516176 
Jrd Platoon 3 Tanks •••••••••••••••• L507165 
,3rd IJlatoon 2 Tanks •••••••••••••••• L499166 

"C" Cor.1Pany, 751 Tank !h•••••••••••••••• L5UBl68 
1st Platoon ••••••••••••••••••••••••• L565227 
2nd Platoon ••••••••••••••••••••••••• L572207 
)rd Platoon ••••••••••••••••••••••••• L553195 



• •• 

'-'d •• ,.·;l 
Loc3.tion of TrOO)S on 1 April 1945: (Cont1d) 

"D" C01.lpa..'1Y, 751 Tank l?n 
1st Platoon (3 Tanks) •••••••••••••••••••• L5 35180 
1 st Pl &\:'00n (2 Tanks) •••••••••••••••••••• L5 3718 2 
2nd Platoon 13 Tanks) ••••••••••••••••••• • L527176 
?nd ~.).)latoon ? l;anks) •••••••••••••••••••• LSJl177 
3rd llatoon 3 lar.ks) ••••••••••••••••••••L~J9183 
3rd L'latoon 2 Tanks) ••••••••••••••••••••LS!~185 

11.3 the period opened the ?Olst Tank Destroyer Battalion and the 

751 rrank Battalion vrere in defonsive positions along the entire 'right 

of the IV Corps front. Compan:y !ICII of the Battalion ViaS in indirect 

fire positions under opcration31 control of the 424th F.A. Group. 

COLllJany II Gil YlaS under o.i.Jerat,ion"l control of the 75lst Tank Eattalion 

atta,chGd to -i:,he ls-I:, 11.n:ored Div:Lc;ion and in InLntry positions vv.i.th 

th8 1st Tank B~lttali0n (clis!Jlounted). il:G" .. IIC·I , c:,.nd UJI: Cos. of the 751 

Ta{llc BattD.lion wore under control of ::eJdqunrte:cs, 70lst T.D. £In. 

:1)1d '!rc~s Loved to the SILk ar::;a (L59 3136), 'where the COi:1pany waS pt J 

un ·t.hoir vei!:Lcles for the first tiJ:~c iii sev,,:rz,l months. Vehiculc~r 

c-:.nd T2dio !c..i.ntcnc.-l!C(;, and the prclJr::t[,ion of their vl,;hicles for COTI1­

~n-:-'90r prevunto.tivc maintenance 2)1<1 a long ~eriod of work W,,).S needed 

to rsi'it their vc[licles for COLb~lt. 

For the oth8r u;;its :f the "5attalion thJ l!lJnG~ l.d.DDEl'J - FOnG]}; 

RJj)j)L G k:ctical 6rouping held uiltil the 9th of .;pril, 'wilen ill 1"e­

v~1rtcd to ,);:0:' Jl:t m~it control. During this poriod, positions of units 

J_I! R't' 
2 
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j' Fd .I~ 

obsurV0d and unob.3;:;rvvd, cliruct 2nd inclir(;c-t;, fires wurc carriGd out 

froL, ck,tic dcfe:;::3ivc fire ,e)ositions..;hilc -1:,h0S8 activitius wore 

boiL':; cc:.:rTi~d ou'~, pl::-.l1s werG beincs E:clde for thu prospect.ivo of­

f Gr'.,siV8 Oi)OratiG11 S0021 to ts.ke place. The '::;attalion (2,.L1U tho 751 

'I'3.dc ili) '1,C.E: to bG in direct support of tho roth u.~. j.,ountaln Inf.,:.ntry 

j)ivi3io:1 (U. 3. IV Cvrp.;;; in the li'ifth An;] attanpt tv bru3.k out of the 

.l),·jOllinus .u-;to tho ,-0 Hivcr Valloy. The Division Cor.!:;~·_nder had do-

a.t"0achcd to c;'lch Infantry Heg:ir,iGnt for the initial staC0s of tho 

operation. The DV0(lchI,ent.s (to klco effoct 12)() hrs ])-1) as follow's 

G5th L.t. Inf. Hogt. II})I Co!.,p .ccny, 701et IE.D. Dn. 
iI~.;1I C01:P ::1JlY, 7510t Tank on. 

86th l:.t. Inf. Hogt. 	 i10" GoLiP o).ry, 701st T.D. En. 

"C,I GOl'ipLny, 751st 'l'[')1k ::n. 

IIA:I37th ".,'(, . Inf. lcogt. Co tp c':n:y , 701st 'I'. J. In. 
IlA ;J Cor.!) :;l1Y , 751:Jt r~'ink :&1. 

.Gy i:,UtUc;.l n.[:,rc:cr.lw-(, bet~·{(;Ol;' the 701ct i:,nd 751st Gou:,<;l1ding 0ificors 

[}li1 2.nd to givc; '(jho I'D's t:10 benefit cf tIl G (lutoLltic ,;capons of::'ho 

L,edim., tank. 'Th.6 COLli.unitions pro bla.:s in this vrure nil, dUG to tho 

:f:::ct t:l.t beth units we:re equipped ,4th the SGR 500 r;1.clio series (.:::. 
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to be {wld in r:;servc with the excoption uf tho 701st n0C01~13.is32nCc 

"';rure to be attached to a fon.,~.tion l::nown as Tasle Force rUnSUIT un6.. r 

COI.ti.>nd of tha Jret En. of the 86th Info.ntry Regiment. This force w~-.s 

to be activato(~ upon Division order ond W.'.S to be used to exploit al1Y 

eojor breakthrough Eado chlr:ing the attack. 

~Chc To...'1k - T.;:,l1lc D0stroyer Pl(l,toon exchal1go 11.'3.:3 rnnde, and on tho 12t,11 

J.ll Coup,:nL.;o Llovc;;d to t,heir aSS<T.lbly areas for the 3.ttaclc. At l8UiJ 

hrs 12th APril, tho dispositions wore as folloy,s; 

:an G.!". 
iIiI. il Conp 3.I1Y 
II En COL1P :-.:.llY 

1st datoon 
2nd Platoon, 1st Section 
2nd Platoon, 2nd soct,ion 
3rd lJlntoon 

IIC" Coq.!,~n;y- (- 1 Gun) 
(1 Gun, IIGil Gompi.'J1Y 

Heconn :liD G2J1ce COl1P 2..ny 

L590238 
1619245 
L007252 
L566219 
L006254 
1009252 
1572223 
1637 237 
L002243 
10032)7 

('1'ho one HOil COI:lP2.l1Y gun nt Lto2243 \'l,qS for firing "star ll shells 

ovor given t':rget o.l"Gc'l.S at i1ight for airpl2J1C:s. 'Ehi::; o.ir-ground 

C00j;.l oration ill night bol:ibing ,;',S used scvorcil tiI~es "or.ith success c1ur­

il1g tho oper,::.tion). 

The sCJ.1.edulod ntt.,'lck by ttlC 10th ~,oun-t::d.n Divisivl1 b8gcn at 0700 

hcurs 14 April. nll Gun Coup:'l1ies of tho Batt:11iGn LGved in suP:)(jrt. 

£hEI.W T.lineficlds 2l1d dr..:Lolition::.: hold up pr0 grese for [,10 st of the 

initbl doy. 

'I'!1e·;,tt,'ld: pro gressud slcwl.y. By- the 15th TOLE had been taken, 

(',nd oler.10nt::~ nere noving slo1;'i1y l''.ortl-l 2.gainst sco.ttered resistancc;. 

4 
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Cor.;pnny IIAII engaged three enr;By t.:ll1ks this date, 2J1d put one of 

tht:lil out of action. again on the folloYting day, "AII CoLiPo.ny destroy­

ed another enalY t,mk, ond COtlPaIV IICII d~stroyed 2 anti-tonk guns. 

Tho 85th neglLlOnt and CoLpartY' liB", 701st Tank Destroyer Bn. 

secured ti1G left flank against counterattack as our attack prQgr~ssGd. 

This left "BII Cot1p:lny well in our re[l.!' for the next few d3Ys, and c':.if­

ficulty waG eJ<p3rienced in Llainta:ining coru:;unications. On the 18th 

hCJT{over, IIb" Cor.:pany was detached frOD the Bnttalion and attached to 

C.C.II.t\,1I of the 1st AlT.iored Division. This Cwpnny was destined to re­

nain cl0tachcd for the rG:laindor of the operation. 

The breakthrough into the f{) Valley Wo.s Ll,:;.do on i1.pril a:>th. Two 

Inf::ntry Batt,-:J.ions alpportod by 1lil.,11 Wld "CII Cor.ipnnios were out of tho 

j)'PIJenin0:3 ~1"nd atl))O hours tho Hecomdssance Comp:1lW passed through 

vtith orders to cut Highw3Y if 9. This 1;1;:S affected by 1400 hours. On 

this dn;y J COLpan;y nCIl destroyed ono hK IV 8)1d one 150 nn gun. 111­

nULlOrnb1e prisont;rs Vf0ro taken. (liB" Comp <iJJY, 'with C.C.IIJ~II, destroy­

ed 2 Sf? guns in the 169W grid square at 191200B). Batt,?lion dis­

pusitions nt 20180013 ...pri1 were 

.011 CP 751506 
IIi\, II CO);lP cny 752255 
I! CII COL:1) aIV 733567 

1st PL,toon 741563 
"BI! WI!pany 

1st f1atoon 680399 
2nd Platoon 683396 

Recunne.iss:nce CoI:1PJrlY 772546 
1st P1ntoon 77754B 

- 2nd ?1::>.toon 778543 
3rd l'Lltoon 737563 
4th .datoon 774552 

The l)ivision3.1 objective for the nOO cl.:Jy W.J.S to secure the 

EUL.POH'IO bridges intnct. "All and IICII Coup,:J,nies were to support the 

http:Ll,:;.do
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advcnce of tho 2nd Ih. of the 86th Hogir:wnt. Reconnaiss::.I1cO CouP"XV 

W2.S to provid0 a reconnaissance scr~>en for the division.::.l advance • 

....t, 09lD hours one Ll-8 and one b-a:> am.ored cor of the Heconnaissc.nco 

Corupony were dustrGyod by eneIUY ;.Ir firo. The PlO-toon Leader of the 

First Platoon VIas killed.. Q.I1d his Platoon Sergeant w,')s seriously 

lNounckcl in c.ction. The Cor,~p.:lPY Yl3S forced to v.o.thdraw and chao se 

C)1oth8r route of 1:'.dval1ce• 

.&1.~ r8sistnnce suddenly coll8J?sed in this aroo.. :a.th Recon­

naissonce Conp.:'JJY in tho lead, tho 2nd f1'l. of the 86th Inf£'.ntry 

(notorized) protocted in colunn by the guns of "hI! Cor.1pany Ii10vcd 

nlong the ronds to EOLffiR'ID at speeds approxID.:1ting J> h.P.H. Eler.wnts 

of Rcn Co nrrived at rold=DR'ID nt aPproxiI:1ately ltoo hr8., somewhat 

in ndvance of tho 1:1ain coluon, and secured both bridges intact. In 

the vill.:-ge, he.Y0ver, the 2nd 11.atoon of the Cor,lpany bOCDJ.1o involvod 

in :'. stre",t fight vdth Gerr..on Infantry. One 1.-8 Attlorod Cnr waS hit 

and wrnc.:d by :::n enc!:ly bnzooka and the Pl.:1toon Sergeant YIT.:1S killed. 

The E'latoon w-:'s forced to withdr::.';/ bc.ck 2.cross the con.:11 bridge Wl­

til Inf.JJltry :tl1d Tn's C~.lC forW:1l"d to secure the town. .~t 2118003 

J~ril, dispositions cf the Battalion viera ~ 

In CP 1 751506 

1I1~ II COl:lPa1lV L 655753 

Recorm~iss~n 00 Coup eny L 655753 

"Gil CoLp:aW 


1st f1atoon L 114003 
2nd dntoon L 747003 
3rd f11.toon L 734595 

J1.dV::J1C0S to the North continlcd tho next. morning. The 10th 

Division attc.cked reg:i.L10nts c..breast, tho 86th Infantry (Route IIBII) 

ond the 87th Inf.",ntry (Houte "All). COLipeny "A" supported tho 86th 

m .T--0-- ­
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2Jlcl Coopony "C" supported the 87th. Hoconnaissr>nce Cor.:p any providod 

a scrotm for Haute IIJ~II. Objc;ctivo for tho day -;'f::1,S G,j.J\J,,~TTJl. (F5913) on 

the fO Rivor, Resist'1ncc Vir'S slight .'md CObP ,-ny IICII roached tho town 

of S. B~~ED,c,'.rT(; (F58ll) ['.bout :;nOO hours in the evening. The co1w:;n 

proceeding o.long Houte I'B" lilna not nble to ro::-.ch objective that nigh~ 

but elawnts of thE; Heovnn.'lisa:::l1ce Comp 2J1Y c::.rrived at CJl.b.d.T'l'.1~ at OSDO 

hrs. HOc,d blocks vrerc Cf.1L':ediately estnblished along all routes of 1'.lP­

proach by CcI:lp::.nios 1111.11 and IICII, mecy resistMco th::.t rJ,lained in 

tho .?Xen. V[,"-S mopped up .. 

Infantry units cf the 10th Division ir:JDediately crossed tho river. 

CCLp1I1iOS "b." and "CIt Slpported this oper3.tion by direct fire. The 

crossing of the .t{) Hiver by 'ranks nnd Tank Destroyers, howQver, pro­

smted a r.:ost c.!ifficult problw, duo to the fact that ~horc wrore no 

bridgos n.vail?ble. It was not until the 25th of .-1Pri1 tho..t ela:it.:IT£:'s 

of this B£l.ttalion V/Gro nblc to cross the River to support. tho Inf[!.ntry 

bridgohoacl. ftocunn::1.iss"Cnce Coi..:.:Jony crossed on an 1:-1 tren.dvfoY bridge 

about 251).)OB ••pril r:nd joined the 86th Infnntry Regin(.;nt in their 

advance to the Horth (objective V~Nil.). This trendwoy bridge, hoy,;.. 

GV0I', vro..s net ,1, suitc-,blu r.:enns for the r:-lO s to use in cross ing, [lnd 

£I. capturt.:.:d forry vmS utilized in ferrying tho Dostroyer Cor.1pnnies 

ncrc SSe Tho progresswns slow 8l1d the fJ.ethcd te;;dious but by 2CoJDOB 

April Conpcny ".'1." end sevan h-lOs of IIC" Cor.lpnny h.1:d conpletod the 

crossing. lhose Destroyers then sot about to carry out their aSsiC.;I1ed 

J:iission ot flrnk proteci;ion advnnce. El.€!:ents of the ReconnaissC'ncc 

Cor.'pmy wero in VEIlONA ,,'lith the )rd ttl. 86 Infantry a.t 260/.!>OB April. 

Lopping up by nll clOClents continued throughout tho doY, end at l(Qohrs 

'51m ••~ ..... ~- ... ­
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Reconnaiss.::nce and lien Cotlp""l.nies tlovcd to ruSOOLiilJOO (F5458) to occupy 

and defond the tow'll for tho night, 

The Bat~al1on asso...blcd at 0800 hrs tho .follovd.ng Durning ,,1l1cll.;oved 

in alpport vi tho :?Gvc.l1ce of the 87th Infantry Regir.wnt along the shores 

of Lago eli Garde. Linor resistance waS Det during the (laY, L10stly froD 

8a r.u::. duol-purpc SG .niT. - • .JT guns, of which CODP i.llY u,~" destroyed two 

c.nd Rcn Col:·.p~y c:QstrQyed one during the dnY's operr.l.tions. Forwc.rd 

clar.•ants of the Ds.ttclion reached F4578 at IDOO hours on the 27th '\".ben 

relieved by ele:!ents of the 751 Tank Battali0n ,tio continued in the 

aclv::,.nce. 

(!)lring this entire perioQ., Coq>llY IIB" of the 701st Tank Destroy­

er 38,tt31ion h:ld been detached froLl the Battalion 1:.'llld had boon 111 

SlPport of the attacking 1st. .n.l'lJorod Division, The Battalion 'WaS 

.unahle to l:;.;Jinta1n contact with this CoLPDllY throughout the greater 

part of tho npril opt;rations, Cor.lpa.rtV "B" on .the 28th of the r.lOntL 

'.v.3.5 attached to the 81st neconnaissctl1ce Squadron and on this date 

entered SOl·J.1.IlXJ (7705LQ). 

Extensive dcr.wllticns at F5696 2nd tunnel destruction in this 

area prevent(;ld further nJ'rolGred advance :in a northerly direction. .-Ill 

enginoer estn:.a.te of the tiLle to cons1:i1"uct a passnble route waS 7 ~s. 

L"1 the afternc.on of the 28th, Inf~try units of the JDth Division L:o.de 

an al:phib1oUB operation (by Deans of "llJKVf'S") around the da:lOlished 

rca.d area and proceedQd north, The Gun CoI.1p~ies of the Battalion 

5\lpported this operation by direct fire, ',men the oclv:Ll1cing Infcl1try 

W25 out c;f effllCtive support renge of the Destroyer's guns, the 

Ccr;.pCll'lies ."rere withdr.?v-n and ro ad blocks were set up throughout the 

Divisional 1%'aa. Dispositicns renained essenti31ly the S')l:le throughout 

I IS I. I--8'--­
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the ru.!oind(;r of tho period. On the J)th the rbttc,licn prep:.rcd to 

r.,oVe to vicinity of RIV•• ("..55l.O44) Mel roHEOL.:.:; (A575025) by ferry 

north on Lr.ke G.M.ltD.~, nnd thence to continue to the No rth in tho c1irGctic 

vf th~ ::renner ~d Ii~ Pnsses to AUSTRIA in support of the 10th 

Infcntry Division, which vms nsser;;blying to ::>.tt:J.ck. 

Tho l.,st re~(, rliec lccntion of ConpaI\V ":0 11 was TRBVIGLIO (KS668) 

on the 29th of ,april, 

The Lcnth h".c. b08n ~ period of continual Iiloveuent. l~ great v,-illey 

h.::,.c1 been crossE:id u.S the Fifth nnq advanced froLl the .rlPpenines to the 

Alps, tl. I::Gjvr w;"'.ter obst~cle had been crossed.. [')ld the Genl.:'l1 an.iies 

in Italy h:ld virtuo.lly bo~ destroyed. The spring offensive had b0cn 

For the Officers 2l1d ten of the 701st Tank Destroyer Batt:J.lion 

this r.onth r.e3lt the cor.:pletion of 35 long, nrdous Llonths of overseas 

service, 'rhis w').s pc.rh.'?.ps the L, .... st singly :i.tlportant Gonth of tha.: c:.ll 

to us, for at long l<!st the ond of the furopean .far seened in sight. 

ElC;.t~.:.;nts Cif this 13dtdion 'wor..:; er:ong the first fIlericon ground forces 

te, eng".ge tho Hnzi enel.lY jn this 'V'Te-.r. It 172.5 a gratifying thought 

tho.t the on,] Vi[',S S0 near; enll th2t thi:3 70lst Tonk Destroyer Battr~ion 

ht:,u bcen 0. P[;l't of thG.t Fifth ArIJY vbose privelegc it h2.d been to 

c.ssist in thu cle:struction cf the ena:-"y in IT.\.LY. 

http:pc.rh.'?.ps
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Location of Units at the end of the period (J)2ij)O) : 

:&1. C,p. F 525914 

En. 'l'r.:lins F 5Ul939 

H.en Co[!peny F 512888 

1I.i. \I Col::Pany F 525915 


1st datoon F 512888 
2nd Platoon F538951 
)rd Pl:ltuun F 535945 

" BII Ovt:p .:ll'lY it 5668 

"G" Cor..pllllY F 535936 


1st Platoon F4U67 1 
2nd Platoon F 555956 
)rd ilatoon F 555956 

// 1- //' . ~:- )1'
! . /../ • '" • /.-.(lI'l~{~){ // / .•" j~ 

ALBERT B. IDRRISJN " 
CaPtain, Inf 
5.3 



• • S-l ANNEX TO OPERATIONS REPGR'I' 1<,)1' f~Ii.li)D 1 - 30 APRIL 1945 

1. a. CASUALTIES: 

Grade ~. 

* 	Sgt RusseJl Simmons 34160213 B 4 Apr 45 LIA 
Tee 4 Lonnie W, Pllillips 15045811 B 11 Apr 45 LWA* 

* 	Sgt John J. Carroll 31029681 B :1.5 Apr 45 V.VA 
1st Lt Lawrence V. Burke 01176904 C 15 i'.pr 45 LH. 
Tee 4 Charles He Scott 3309CY191 B 15 .H.pr 45 LWA 
pre Raymond R. Stunn 33500281 B 15 Apr 45 L~i1. 

* 	1st Lt J;hn:mil Hudson 01307549 C 17 Hpr 45 LWA 
T/Sgt Howa:r-:! .J J Spaulding 35155475 Hq 17 ,l!'r" 45 LWA 
Tee 5 :~,:,::'J.8 H, Midkiff 35482495 Hq 17 .1.f": 1-+5 Llih 
Pvt Joseph H. Metzeder 37721341 Hq 17 hpt- h5 KIA 

* 	Tee 4 Cnrlos Snell Jr 34359063 B 18 A};!' 1..5 LWi'. 
pre Claude Ii. Crowder 35260250 B 18 !1.pr 45 LWA 
Tee 5 Robert E. Leasure 37328661 C 18 l,pr 45 LWA 
pre Willard J., Cummins 15047888 Rcn 18 i1.pr 45 Lllm 
Pvt. John T O'Rourke 3.3026617 C 18 hpr 45 LWA* Pfc Rex N111 lIiel"eciith 6669903 A 19 Apr 45 LIII. 
Sgt Robert .Dunham 33272551 C 19 fl.pr 45 UA* 

* 	Tee 5 Eugene W. Baker .36242848 B 19 Apr 45 V'iJi. 

* 	Capt John NMI Hudson 01307549 C 20 l\.pr 45 U~A 

2d Lt Joe H. Patterson 01999106 Ren 2l apr 45 KlA 
S/Sgt Anthony G. Sehepici 20123378 Rcn 21 fl.pr 4$ KIA 
Tee 5 J. T. (10) Dial 34194239 Ren 21 Apr 45 Kll 
Pre Norman Vigderhouse 33193261 Ren 21 Apr 45 KIA 
pre Clayton mn l.nderson 35262612 Rcn 21 apr 4) MIA 
Ptc John M. Viiwi 35168871 Ren 21 Apr 45 SWA ,
Sgt . Clyde T. Gephart 33261645 Ren 21 Apr 45 SWA 
Pte Cecil W. Thompson 15010945 Ren 21 Apr 45 SiVA 
Pvt Eldridge C. King 34914162 Ren 21 Apr 45 LIA 
S/Sgt Julius J. Fussell 34208886 C 21 Apr 45 SHA 
Sgt hltred L. Pa.rks 20346573 C 21 Apr 4S LIrt 
Tee 5 De10ss B. Morgan 37449685 G 21 Apr 45 SWl1. 
Pfc Kenneth D. Coleman 35623822 G 21 Apr 45 1WA 
Tee 5 Gordon B. Bernhard 35378260 Ren 21 Apr 45 1Il.. 
Tee 5 Donald L. CarringLon 35152806 Ren 21 Apr 45 U{" 
Tee 5 Dallas A.. Holcomb 33120105 Ren 21 i.pr 45 1Vlrt. 

* 	 Cp1 11. 1 exander Cra'tlrord 31244315 C 21 Apr 45 1'!ll. 
~. Pfe Ralph D. Hig~iDs 38341678 C 21 Apr 45 L1~ti~ 

2d 1t John R" Foster 02001723 Rcn 22 Apr 45 LW,{ 
Tee 5 Marshall R. Nuzum 37205973 B 22 Apr 45 1L~ 

-t'r Pfc Sterling C. Brown 3513231S C 22 i~pr 45 VNt. 
.~~ Pvt Claude N)l Gilliland 33157667 B 22 Apr 45 V;{.n. 

3C t Geo~ge L. Baldwin 15047931 Ren 23 .'.pr 45 VA'A 
.:It;t ;ames E. Upchurch 34134349 Ren 23 Hpr 45 LWJi. 
P[e Herman Adams 15055053 Rcn 23 rtpr 45 V!-;. 
Pfc Rev 0 Peterson 34053954 Ren 23 Apr 45 L:'lA 
3gt Tem T. Gunn 34147389 Ren 23 Apr 45 Ll!Jl~ 

S/Sgt Ot::car E. Swanson 36185161 Ren 23 hpr 4S LWA 
2 fl. Lt. F.3.rl L, Urban 01999201 C 23 Apr 45 KIA 
?I>c Arnold .<i.. Asling 37519651 B 26 Apr 45 LIA 

* 	 Capt John NMI Hudson 01307549 C 27 i\pr 45 LIA 
.~~ :.JO f HOSPITALIZED" 
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II AWARDS: 

kt.. Purple Heart; 

S/Sgt He~st0n C''lHds r& 352J)69C C per GO 25 Hq 1st l.. D 
Cpl .ke~. B., l\ens.:r l6S7379:'" A per GO 25 Hq 1st .h.D 
Pfc rll~er~ B. C~awford Jr 34133988 Rcn per GO 35 Hq 1st tiD 
Sgt George 1. Bs.ldwin 15047931 Rcn 

III REPL~~EMENtS: 

Durir~ ~he period the Battalion received two (2) officers and 
eight (8) enlist8d men as replacements. 

IV ROTh TION .~l!p-1.~,rpORrtRY DUTY: 

DUring the period blenty five (25) enlisted men returned to the 
U. S. on rotation and eleven (11) enlisted men returned to the U. S. on 
Temporary Du ty. 
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VGhicul~ 1",.3 SuS '~:l~ou;h el.1Elolji. 2.Ct -ton sustained by tho 701st 

T~k D~stroy(Jr r;:'.t:.,~.~ ~.vn dU"ing the l.lQn+.h of .ci,Pril 194, ~ 
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~:l:·;unit,ion cJqJwditures during r.onthly period (ClP.Pr~xlr.late) 

3", Eigh Bxplosive 
),1, High Explosive (reduced charge) 
)iI, S..oleo 
jll, Tir.10 
3", Star 
)II, ..,l)C 
)11, T-105 

Total 
.37U.l High l!;;xplosivo
•37r.1I.l idC 

Toto.! 
.)J Caliber 
.50 Caliber 
Gronz-das, Hand (HE) 
Gren:;.des, Yelluw a.101ce 

S!t>4 
2)~ 

65 
o 

457 
763 

o 
8735 

635 
220 
855 

12500 
2000 

86
lUJ 
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70lST TANK DESThC'n~Jt t1ATTAUON 
APO 464 11. S. ABBY 

1 May 1945 

During the entire month ot April 1945, the 701st Tank Destroyer 
Battalion yeS in support of the lOth L!ot':1t.atn Iai'9.atry Division; with 
t.he exception ot Company "B" which) CI1:I:'i1'1~ ~l:e pe 4' ioo 17 •. )0 April wa. 
~nder operational control of the 1st..;'~'rr:'):re1 Div::"3;.o:l. Operations, tor 
the greater part, were offensive; c""ns5s;~~f;Js Cit fa~t-!:1.ovir,g Infantry­
Tank .. Tank Destroyer Combat Teams ':nd~r '''':.!If''.nt~·y ';oII:.r:ani. Re~istance 
varied from strong to nil) and the vr~::a i:.~.~"l.~ ~'JVe~'ed t.h~ e!1ti."'e area 
from the Appenines through the Po R~ve.· Va:Ue;~;;'C'(,he AllJ~. T.arrain 
varied from flat cl1ltivated valleys wl",h gc,ou. road r.e'('c to h5.gh barren 
mountains where roads were a nonexi!'ltant fac~c.r. ~iery conceivablti 
Geman antl-ta.nk devise trom the AIT G~tjllC'.de ani Bazooka to the S8nm gun 
was contacted by element. of this Batta.lion. 

From the many and varied ccrobat experience. of our personnel during 
the period, a wealth ot combat lessOM have bean derived. For the sake 
of simplicity, these Leason, will be discussed under the following 
headings: 

1. Tank Destroyer Gun Compan1ea. 

2. Tank Destroyer Reconna1s8ance Compart1. 

3. Tank Destroyer Headquartera and Headq\l2.J"t.ers CGapi:i.Gy. 

4. CoRlllllnica t ions. 

http:Dir&.i.on
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During the period 1 .. JJ APril the 701st Tank Destroyer BattGlion 
and the 751 Tank Battalion worked in close conjunction supporting the 
10th 1,lountnin Division. 

Inmunerable Tank - Tank Destroy!;;!r tactical groupings were attempt­
ed, all arranged to meet a given t3.ctical sit\lCotion. i'roper communi­
cation enabled each of these or,;onizations to successfully carry out 
their assigned missions. The two Battalions initially interchanged 
crystals on all 508 Cllld 528 rG.dios within their respoctive organizntions. 
This autor;:atically insured comrjl1nic.:-~tion of oIly cor:lbined groups of Tonks 
Cllld Tank Dostroyers. 

Initinlly in the pGriod each Tonk ond Tank Destroyer Comp30Y inter.. 
chc:nged one Pl::1.toon. This GClve each t311k cor.lp3l1Y two platoons of M-4 's 
and one platoon of b-lO ' 5 , nnd gave each TD Corr,p my two platoons of 
1.-10 's nnd one flatoon of L-4's. One mixed compcny Vias then sent in 
rupport of oach aSSault Infantry Battalion. Latur in the period .-.).1 
conceivable combinc.tions were profitably used. (Hote - The integrnl 
Platoon construction always ranained uncl.tered. Exchnnges "({ere not made 
involving units sno.ller than the Plc>.toon) 

The actunl assault on enany positions vw.s carried out as follolils: 

The Tank Destroyer ph toons were used as c. base, firing in dirl.'Ct 
support of the advancing InfoIltr,y. The l\.ediun Tnnks '.{eTe slightly in 
renr as a flobile reserver. J>.fter the TD direct fire had softened the 
enGilY strong points, the medium tonka CDT.iC fOTY/nrd, passed through the 
TD's, ond pushed forward to the objective with the Inf3l1try. The TD's 
continued to over-watch, engaging all tnrgets of oppOrtunity. 

In the initial stages of the Divisional att~ck (vicinity of C:.stul 
d t .l".inno) some Tc.nk - Tank Destroyer comp Mies had engineurs pl::toons 
attached. Numerous mines Jrld demolitions wt>re encountered 3.00 without 
:i.nr,~odi<"te engineer nssistanc e the progress of the JlY;lOr would have been 
frequently del~ed. 

In the advVJlcc across the J?O River Valley, one p12toon of Tc.nk 
Destroyers urually operated with the forw:crd oler,wnts of the Llotorized 
columns. The rE:1il~der of the TJ corp:-ny were interdispersed (by 
sections) between the trucks .of the x:.otoriled Infmtry to protect t.he 
colurun from roving Germnn self-propelled guns~ vmich after being b,y­
passed, often tired on the trucks in roar of the Bruor. 
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It he.s been the policy of this B:1tt:."lion th~,t l-'l.:'.toon 1oJ.ders 

Jl'O on the L-lO for moro effoctivL1 control of tho guns and for his 
o"IJm protoction. In flet terr.::dn, such :.5 the Po Vc.lley, tho fire 
of .:'.11 plc.toon guns nrc brought on c").ch t~,rgct (in rJounto..inous ter­
rnin this is not'llw~s possible). If thl.; I Jl:'.toon Lu.:-.dcr· brings tho 
fire of his gun O!1to tho t -ergot, he no longer cOI:url:mds a pl,~toon but 
ono gun; if he docs not enG~_ge the t-;.rget, but cont~ues to control 
tho fire of his pl~.toon, he loosos the fire of one of his guns. Orl 
Cor.:pm;y COL,L~ndcr sug~ests the :".ddition of the fifth gun to the plc.toon 
(Orgonizc.ti;)n tbcn sil:lil-".r to the tonk plJ.toon). Js.l1othcr COJ7iPJIlY Cotl­
!:lander sugg~st;' n libht t.Jl1k in tho TD pl~toon .:LS the J?l.::toon COI:'lIli2l1d.. 
or I s vehi~l(; (:Ln lie.:, of the .:Luthorized L-20). 

It is :ll:lpt:r.:Ltivo th:,.t T:ll1ks ~d T.Jl1k Dl.!stroyars keep uoving ~Jh8Il 
roc.dbound in r:lount:'.inous terr::dn ,men under enor.,y observ'\tion. NC'rth 
of &'VIGN.lJ~O throe tc.nks 'Here destroyed by enmy tc.nk :.nd .:Lrtillory 
fire lmen the colUl.n j:-rll.~od and stoppcd on the roc.d .:'.5 the loc.d tcnl<: 
rec.ched tho objective. In this connection, it LDY be s:'.id th.'?t nhcn 
opor'lting with diSLlounted Inf::ntry COlwrIlS in Ii;Ount~inous torr::.in, 
only 0. fncll portion of the TD COC1p~y should b~ kept forrr:rd (pos­
sibly ~ section or :'. pl:-.toon). Tho C01W.1Il thnt :rlv::nccd up the C.:1st 
side of Lo.go di G~do .:1bly proved this point in th,t th<;; cntire r-.t­
t~ch(;;:d TD CCilP"11Y w:'.s kept 'ilell forll~d. J1, blaH in the ro~d VT'lS 

rO.:1ched ond the entire .::!!!:.ored colur.ill 1"8.8 j::J:l..ed fOT",t".rd (it being 
next to inpossiblo to g0t off the road). The entire left colw:-Ul W~.S 
thus e~osed ::ll1d offored .:L L.Ost pronising t:1rget to eI1U;ly guns :'.cra 5S 

the l::-Jtc (r:nge 2500 to ])00 y?.rcls). 

Gcn.~~ Gnti-."'..ircr~ft gunners on the clu::.l-purposc 88 r.rr.! ~ 2.p­
pt'.rent~ do not r.lnkc good ~";T gunnors. The presence of .:'.nlor secus 
to rJ.:'.kc thur.. loose their nerve. ..lso, trc.ined to t:,ldng lc-:ds on f.~.st 
T.1oving :1ircrd't the .Vi>. gunner firing on tc.nks will inv::ri2.bly ov(:r­
cstir.1-."'.te th;.;; lu::-.d.. rnd fire in front of the t."J1k. :F'our tin~s in t'V.'O 
dey-s enCIJY 88 tlt:l ./.~ guns used for JJT purpos~s firc;;d on ~Jored cc.rs 
.:Lnd TD's c.t r~es under one thousc.nd (1000) yards, 2.ud Lissod. One 
p ~ticul~ gun fired five rounds, Bissing cnch tir..e. Then thu ereu 
uvidGntly c.b"1ldonud their gun v,hcn 2. TD C~:le forw:-.rd to eng:J.{Sv nnd 
dcstroy it. 
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USE G F STJill SHELLS 

lAlring the p:cst sever nl nonths the n ....v:1l shell, IllU!Jin~ting, 3­
inch li 24, Lodo 1 If/Fuze T & Sg 1;54 h::,.s bwcn usod by this B::.tt ,;.lion 
in tho following thrc.;; roles : 

(1) 	 Illunin:::.tion of t::>.rgcts for night bor.ibing, 

(2) 	 E.lur.Lin~.tion of enel.iY strong points to bo cnC::.t:;od by 
eli ~ r~ ~t, fire ~ 

(3) 	 IU1}J:.~Jl:::.t.iOl1 of tJ.rgets for li'iold J.rtilL:;ry obsorv;Jrs for 
l1:i.L~hG ::.dju.str.,ontso 

Night POLlbing: 

Our night benbing r.:issicCls ViOre pro.:1Tr,"IlG8d by the J..ir Corps 2.ncl 
trnnsLittod to the Il'J.ttdion -s;:Y'.')ugh Corps •.:-til127~ .Io h2.ve founG 
thnt is n8CO,)S:C::'Y te, h:c.vo x cff:;'cer, fcr.liH,:::r '.[itt: nethods of fire 
direction ,"'nd s~...r.:rl(', Stu'vr.:y nnd t-wD g.1ns;. v.d.th the sole r..ission of fir ­
ing illur.D.nC'.ting shull" ..0.80 severo.l hundrecl. ruunds of shell ....vcr0:>.lwcya 
on hend "t the &.ttc".-l.ion d'l:.lJpo 

The f>uns h2.d to bo woll forvr~rd so ....s to be c:>.ble: to ung ....gc of­
fecicntly :t:e t3.rgcts Sulc8tGd by t~o •.ir Cor-ps for tho nights opor:::.tions. 
Tho futt::).iun VIC'.S never inforr::.ed 'U...""'ltil It'.to ,"'.ftornoon of tho loco.tions 
of tho torgots (centers of COtU~iurlic~tion, ro~d junctions, etc) ,;hi"': 
usuo.lly vvere '\'lell in front of our lines. 

Regist,rntion by air Of or ground OP on nre;} tr.rgots is desired 
but not dw,"Ys necess~ c On sevurr.l occ:).sions, "ben tiI:1G did not per­
IJit dny-lir;ht registration, the guns were lQid by cof.lpnss end fired 
with sntisfnc'l:.ory rcsultso 

The r:Lothod of e..l1gncinG t'lrgets by tho Bo.tt"'.lion w:;.s lnid down by 
the .t1.ir C'Jrp s .:nd IV Corp s J~rtill...;r:T e 

At TOT (T-l...I.le over Torgot) - 2 r:inutos, nn aircr::ft relo:;.ses a fl~e 
in tho targot Dron., This served as 2r: clorl notice to the gllIlS v;hich 
fire two illurJil1a.ting shells over the cLnter of the t,'lrget. at TOT. 
Il..t roT plus 2 r.li"1utc.'3, two ndditiond shells".ro fired over t1:.o center 
of the to.rget, Them frOG 'roT plus 2 rtinutes to 'lOT plus 6 l.linutes both 
guns fire ns U'::':1~7 illur.dn:;.ting shells ~s possible directing thEn in the 
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O<JJlIler: Center of t3get, three hundred (»O) y=.rds kft of t:'.I'get 
~d three hundred ())o) yc.rds right of t.::trget 

lihgc.ging Tc.rr,ets_':!:~!,h d:i.:"CcJ0 fire :ct nig~~ 

.....t one tina during tho loth Lounto.in Division opero.tion in the 
C~stel d '.td:1.l1o S('c'~.CI~ tho cner~f ·\'1.1.S knovm ~o be building ~ strong 
point ::tbout eight hIJnclr8d (fbO) '].1: if; f:cot: our f:cont line. It ,ns pl"n­
ned to h::tve Ha? l)LP ')'Y) 7OJ, 'I'D Fa fire stnl' she~ls over this point 
md h"1.ve nBII Conp;',n:;', 7J:t T::.; En .)l1g2,gC tho tC'xget with direct fire. 
Tine did not P0~,;:i.'!', r;'gistr:'.'!:inn durmg dny light on the tl'.rG,ct. The 
guns were lOoid ',,:y (';(;LlJ'~tS8 ::;.~,: T • .riGel fired, not h:wing be~ regist.;:rccl t 
\'lere off scv8r:c'. lXi.1S J..11 dG:i.c:tion !1i.1d mst,GOod of lighting up th~ 
tn.rget, lit up '~he 1,1:ct.oo;n :'h.,:".~ \r~s to fire" do n0vcr firGd this typ.: 
L1i5Sion"1.gcin, ~ut t!'lU noco3sit,y for resist.:..·.':'.tion is obvious. 

LUring o't;.r opero.tionR 1'J~,th t11r: lnth L01JY.t"..in Division in the 
Cnstcl cl r .... iona .sClctor l1e used, 'aith GOLO SlCCiJSS~ illunin.:'..ting s; l]. 
for right ndju.srnent of Field .1.rt.iUeIY. Tho nethod iJ.thou6h SOtHil":ii1.::t 
crud8, is ~~S fo110v[s: 

Cow.ru.nic;:;.tions with the .l.rtillory Vl;,;ro (;xtrCLlcly difficult. 
Lountnin ~rtillory em find f5ring positions withoutuuch trouble, 'IvhUe 
for aur gun with i:':s fl~t tr~j0cJJ0:"'Y, very few suit:lble positions 
could be found~ Therefore> disT,~nCGS be'':,1:io0n .:-rlillcry :tnd TD's were, 
c..s ~ rule, gr02.t, end YlUre iLpr".ct~cc:1.ble. The ~GRSlO 300 SCR 508, c:u~ 
to the tlountoins vrore not reli~,blc" So the follovling Lcthod 'I'i.·.•5 c'~o­
vised. ,men the 70 picked up or W:1S inforr,.ed of !}. t3.rgot th~ coorcJ.i,.. 
n~tvs were sunt to tho R'!tto.lion vmich in tum figured tho c.~t~ fol" 
the t~rget.. The F.~ 1Noulcl be re.:.Oy to fire but would not fire until 50 
ordered by the FO ,-nd then only after he h~d seen the at7".%" shell oVur 
the tcx6et ru-en. The 2.I'Cc.. then 'Would be continud~ lightod until. the 
registr~tion W::'.5 cor.;ploted 'which usu.,:,~~- toolc fiv~ (5) to six (6) 
oinutcs. 

It is felt tho.t sono better r.iothoc could bo '\iOrkod out to insur~ 
good 111ur.J.in~tion using n r.ininur.l of shells. 
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During the period the Reconnaissance Company or t.his Batt.a11on 

seldom operated under Battalion Control or with or in support .t the 
Gun Companies of the Battalion. None t.he lesl, the informat.ion they 
derived would be of general value to all Reconnaissance Troop•• 

In gene ral en~agements between Infa.ntry and Reconnaissance Troop~" 
the Infantry will invariably come off second best. M-8 Arl1lOred Cars a.re 
used as a moblie base of fire a~inst enemy Infantry while 1/4 'on,
4 x 4, crews of the ReooL~issance Platoon nperate-dismounted, a.t.t.ack­
ing agressively under covering fire of the M-8's. Six (6) kilometera 
south of Bomporto, Italy, one Reconnaissance Platoon attacked some one 
hul'¥ired (100) enemy InfantrYloon usirl~ tho ab-..v3 procedure. By se&~nt.lng 
the enemy Infantry into small groups by wedging the ~-8IS between t.hea, 
the Platoon captur~, killed or 'NolmJed r,he entire group of enemy wit.hou' 
casualty to themselves. 'Ibis ent;my group ct:)nc.:.ined thirteen (13) Offican 
while the total strength of the attacking Platoon was only seventeen (17) 
men. (Note - Although all of the enemy group were armed with small arma 
and machine guns, they possessed no useable A/T waapons). 

Under similar clrcumstancas, hO)ievcr, this sa.me Platoon some live (5) 
days lc..ter engaged a similar nU.nber of enemy SS Troops near Bardollno, 
Italy. In this case the Platoon procedure for attack was the same, and 
a wedge \\'as drivt:n betwt:en the enemy. This tb'Le, however, the enemy 
troops withdrew a short distance, iiorking to the flanks, and be.~an to at­
tack th8 armored cars la~ching AIT Grenades and Bazookas. This agressive 
aetion by the em.my forced the Reconnaissance Platoon to withdraw, but 
only after it had succeeded in inflicting an estimated ten (10) to twelve 
(12) casualties upon the ~nemy. 

In action a~~ainst enemy Infantry in towns and villages, Reconnaissance 
troops often do not fare so well. In Bomporto, Italy, tht:re were two 
river and canal brich:;.::s which the Division CO'nfficin([Cr had ordared to be 
secured int~ct, if possible. This Comp~I'l¥ 'das the first unit to reach 
these bridges and fotlnd them intact upon arrival. Some fifteen to twenty 
enemy Infantrymen were on the far side of the bridge, plainly visible. 
Suspectin~ the bridge to be mined, the Platoon Lead~r none the less 
elected to attack. He ordered his armored cars across the bridee firing 
upon the enemy as they advanced. The enemy Infantry scattered, and by 
this a~ressive adion the PL-ctoon Lel1.der saved the bridge. (SOOle six 
hund~d pounds of TNT was later taken from the bridge by the Company 
Pioneer PIn toon) The second brid:;e was in the center of the torm. 'llle 
Platoon Lead0r advanced swiftly nnd crossed the second (It too was pre­
pared for demolitions). He had dropped oft a 1/4 ton, 4 x 4, and crew 
at each brid~e for prot6ction, and now found that he must advance on 
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through the town V'lithou4:. st'.ff::.cicnt pL'f'Or.ne:. tv clear the houses border­
ing the street as he advancecl.. Lmm~' J.f'fo1rt.-y e<:idenUy realized this 
and launched A/T grenades from the hO::Jes at ;-:le 11-B's, One ;:.rmored car 
yeS hit, set on fire, and t.he flatoon Serge6.'1·" and radio operator were 
killed. '!he German Infantry thcln coun+,ere. tc,t.cl{ed and forced the Platoon 
to withdraw back across the bridge. F':.'0lU t.h::"s ac tion it may be said that., 
against agressive and determined ener.ty t-rvo"9J in tvwns and villac;es, all 
houses along the route of advance Hms+;' be ('It:;a-:-~d abreast of the adva.nc­
ing armor. 

When Armored C~trs are cor:tpe: le<1 t'l e"'.gaee Tanks or 1../T Guns, the 
results art) usually dis3.str o 1',,, On hiiShw:->.y ') i.1 l:':'a17 Cllf~ Plal#oon was 
heading west towa rd !';O':"'jna, ':hic P:a tuC'1 W~.; ~)i:rt ';ed hy an ant.i-tank 311n 
firing at a rang(~ ,),p tlllc;p r),~lld~ed' 3'))) ye,,~Jr, T,l€) ',}t; r"12.n ,~/T gunner 
evidently realized th0 ':"ID.:L;~a:'u r.ll~g !3.0':...1S X:' .~ '"Ie :i-8 :0":' he knock(.d 
out the second a:'illo:'ed ca:c ::ill the ;;oli.L:"r. t'u"'t, th'On "est.I'oyed th"" lead 
M-8 before it could tL'.l'r'. [,way r::'he t'Lttoon ik:ader WEI.') killed, but the 
Serg(;ant in comman1 0l8ctcd to :t",tacK :'he '5'1::'1 d::'Sc"'!lotln:'sd. He found the 
gun t.o be protected by dE.termin8d German Inf'-lntl'Y. Tr1l:s, on6 Vi';.11 pla.ced 
A/T gun hopelessly block~d a rr,aj.:.r highy,ay to the Reconm.issanca elem"nts 
and a new route of adv~nce had to be chosen. In this action the Platoon 
ruffered nine (9) casualties while the enemy lost only one (1) msn. 

ThrOLfghout the operation, an ar;'norsd Field ;~rtill~ry Batti.lion 
used the same 500 series radio channel as the Reconnaissanc<'. Comp""ny of 
this Battalion. Thus, without official s~nction ~nd 2ntirt:ly by the laws 
of chance, a.n a.ll-importCl.nt and life-s?.ving arra.ngement. was worked out 
mutually betllv8.;n the air-OP's of the hFh Battalion £.nd the Reconnais:lance 
Platoons. The Observers and Platoon o~rators gradudlly learned to 
distinguish radio voices, and even though the call Signs ch3.nged a.aily, 
each group w~s able to recognize the other. The Reconnaissance Platoons 
were habitually in the lead of all north bound COlU!lllS, and when air­
bound the air OP would call the Platoons asking. if he could be of a.ny 
help. The Platoons would reply with their forward location, asking the 
OP to observe to their front. This resulted several t.~nes in the location 
of enemy tanks and A/T guns to the front and in the passing down of in­
valuab1e 5nfo:rnn tion to t he Platoon from the OP. This procedure W&s 'work­
ed many ti,~s in the advance to the north, ~nd the possibility of its use 
in future operations in any thc~tre should be seriously considered by all 
echtlons of Command. 

The Reconnaissance Company, through the above means virtually assured 
at all times of adequate Fi'\ support. l.t l1.nzola, Italy, on Highv/ay 9, the 
Reconnaissance Company "jas utilized·in the dt::fense of the town. At 
night, German truck colLl.1UlS came west fran Bologna to approximCltely five 
hundred (500) yards of the forward Platoon outpost, and Germ<.1.n Infa,nt.ry 
began to detruck. Th~ Platoon leader ia~ediately called for fire from 
the AFA Battalion. n Battalion concentration immediately broke up the 
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prospective counterattack. 

In r.et,rospect, however, although the damage inflicted upon the 
retreating enemy by the Reconnaissance Company of this Battalion was 
beyond measure; Reco!1."laissance, as befits the name, was a dis~al fail~.re. 
Juring the en'~/ire period, although every Combat COMmand of t,he Divis.ion "­
used during the pe~iod had reconnaissance ela~ents, the Task Force Co~ 
!llander at no time had commu.nicat..i.on with this reconnaissance. Thus, al­
though the R;.;;connaiss::-.cnce Platoons ever carried out their assigned :niss­
ions and v'.ere hc,bii-l''lli-y first on objective, th~y served no purpose than 
th:lt they ..ere firs,\, for they could not tr.lnSi:J.it th3.t infur:nation which 
they obtained to th(; pro;:>er :J.uthoritids. In addition, when t.he Reconn­
n.issc.nce elements er.gaF.;0d the ene'V they ,',ero often forced to fight the 
whole action by themsel'Gs, for they If'IBre unable to c~:ll upon the Task 
Force co~~nder3 for adequate support. This result~d in ~ElLtively high 
casu8.1ti?:s in ~,i;-;n dnd e:lui!lment3.nd lowered :nor,:.la ~!4lons the p~rsonnel. 

.............................. 


http:nor,:.la
http:e:lui!lment3.nd
http:tr.lnSi:J.it
http:fail~.re


.. 
 • 
Tho B:-o.tt,".lion:~G·'dq\J,Tt.,--rs ·::"f ::'. T::.nk D(;ctro)cr B:"!.tt~,lion (."'Jld ~ny 

othc..T 1:~:Gt,,,.u.on or ;:;iJ:j,1.-r l''''',('m.l'rt,x.3) :,:llct. b0''''r..:;~/:rJ: tc c'.~fGnd ~ , 1;' 

thar,:5(;lv..:;s in c~ 30 of ,~(. t ",c.;k 0;;" b,filtr ·ti'l;; d~ cr 'J' l'~:..is i3 'C):' :.- -sy 
sk,tu..cnt to r. '.ke, but to 0X8cUt.:; in f ,-ct r~qnir,}s ;Jricr JrG~'.r -:-.tkns 
:']1<,:1 or::",niz".tion v Thu i;,-...,dqu".rt.):rs C0iJ.~r'.n~ xJt i~ the; luCic".l p",rsoL tv 
pl"c..:; :li1 C}l'TJO of til(; ore 'r,iz;~ti()n oi tlh.; ~~,-,-',c.~qu-.rt,:;rs '3TGU.P) ~Jr1c.l h.:; 
shaull! be t,t", 01;"'; to tkL- C"': Ti:(, in C',SJ of C;:,.t.Ir~..;ncy, In th0 /'.st 
o.tJcl~,ticn, l;orth of thtJ ,,~o r'd.v:r, k.u ~:...;'cqu·rtGrs ... 1' t:lis E:--.tt '.lien bv­
C"LG Gll;;~:-,;;cl in thrc» fire iii):-::.::; ",:; '.ir..3t 1'.:;vir1f.: 8n(;;;.:; units. 

In f'st-ch,n:int~ .::itl.l-,tioL1S it if '-}:..-':3t i:'..cJcssibL; fer the;. TD 
B',tt ,1io11 t,-' lcu<)~') cloo3;:' ch:..cLt1i.)Ol'1 ::'.11 Gf it ~ ur,its, fer cC:..l)Cn0nts of the 
B:·.tt -:lLm "Xi;,; usu:".lly SP1"v('l, CV~T -. C'::LC)~ C;'G(.. ~~ivisL.:n -:'l or eften Cor;>s 
sIJctar. 'lot pros,,;nt '"rit:ing it is '"J~Jr\.;:xj:.:t(.;l:.;' lib l:.il;;s irer: ~~,tT, :"lic,: 
~~~C'.dqu rtcrs to tho COLl) ny Cl-' of on...; .~ft,h.-.; Gun COEP '.ni" s of this 
B.~,tt::J.i(;n. ThroE.- r:CJr(; .t'1·::to,-L3 (ol1e ll·-c.culi fn.>L (; "-C[, .,J! th" "un CCi..p ~,i0:j 
:-nd onu R8conL:,.iss',r:cc; r'l-~tocn) .,,-ro :".r:~ th:l1 116 Liles froL th~ b".tt'.liu,' 
C,J.l'll(:~.c.\r:~i..nistr-,tivQ l)robl<.::.:s Crv:.t0:l b-.r t.!1wS8 (',ist'j,'lC~S -.re; ,', pc..r­
potu"'.l str·:-ill UJ,)on th0 f·,cilitL.s of th~ B.--.tk:1bn, Durin", t~,c p."'st 
\'lint8!', the .::.""t,t ~licn !lQ -·.~ClU "-rtH'S :'JiG Gun Cc.; :l:Vnil;; S G)cr"'.tv: in on;;. Cc'rl.);j 
lihUe tte P8CCIU1:'.iss-::nC8 CCL~r-,;n;r oPiJr·~to~ in '.ncth3:r f-:1' ::.cross ths 'r,L~y 
front. Tho ·,rdl-b(,;j.ng of t!l'-'S8 f-er s,:H"v",r: Co.:) 'nics -lr,.0st cCLpL.:tc~­
depends u}!on the int~rest dis~l'::Y C('~ in trl<.,.l' b;y' tlw unit s tv 'J[!ich th~T 'Ie 
Gtt:1c:1od. 

'This D.-.tt-,lion b\...~·':'n th~ .J,st Gp"r,tion ".lith fivi.; (5) (LC trucks w, 
det~.ch·~d sexvice to tho provison~ IV CorlJs truckin:,t COLp~]1:r. .C3t CJf th..:: 
tir"c durinC-' the o_Jer~,tion ~t le',st on..; (I), :.n\~usu ....ll)' t·:iC (2),l'~nk 
CoLP "]:1-;s u:::r c ~tk,choc. tG t~lC:: :;:1.-:t c,(".lion. This :U.ipcs cc.~ ~. 3up)ly str'.in 
....hieh the 1'1' :'ns[;ort-:tiun J,.)lr'.toon ~1c.: th.:.:. b.-:-J,t~.liQn 0UfJI:lJ,:: lfflc",r ,;;"1'(.; 

un?bl(:; to OVCrCOLG. Trucks ',ror~ just r,ot "'.v~.il ~bl(; tc h,ul the; r ... c"uir:.:: 
g<:solii1o, di,jsel, :'Ilc: ~rLuriltion. ..11 kitchJ1S, tcnt-~:...;, supply, --i1C~ 
othur tJquiPl:.Gnt, 11~~c.~ to bl3 c.'~r()Ljp0l~ :cJiJfll the ":~Y. Dl.o: tc l,'.ck cf--.C::<.:.qu,'.te; 
truck--.lo, it y:--:::; n(;C0Ss~,ry for tto pc;rscnr:.Gl of tho unit to forL.it t::""lr 
bct.;r :,-n~: liko r:',tiul1s. i;~cthinc but itc.; . .IJ of ~.b,:]olutc.; nec.:.ssit:>; cculc: b(. 
c~rri(:.'(.~. C"'[Jtur<...C~ onw:.y vc.hicl0s ':'..11 Lvi".tGc: tIlls sh~rt·,-:·~ for ~ shc-rt. 
tiL 0.:, but .J';::';' (;T,~(;rO fur tho turn in cf c~tur,-,(~ vd1lcL.. 3 ::'0':;11 )U'C, ~,n 
L.l1(~ tCJ this. 
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4. coj ..l.m\!ICaTI()i~~ 

This Battalion hnd so lonG oper::tted with the 1st ArIIlored Division 
vnere communic~tlOns GDd conununicQtions proble~ms ha~e been success­
fully mastered th2t the difficulties encountered in operating with an 
Infantry Division brought about almost unsolvable situations. adequ2.te 
commu..."1icat ior' w~'.s not insured bet·,feen the component elements of the 
Infantry-'l'anK··.t".Jll<;: Destroyer forces and the situo.tion of e.::!.ch often be­
came obscure to the other. 

The Tanks and Tank Destroyers both used the 500 series r3.dios 2nd 
.J. mutu.'1.1 cxch:,nD;8 "f :r,::cdios 3l1d cryst:'.ls insured proper C31ld adequate 
communic . .,:ticm bctN<;;en than. Neither, hO'wever, h.".d adequate communication 
v;ith the Inf0.l'l:'Y"'J ""hey supported. For this reason, Infantry Conm,onders 
III the excitf'.1uent of battle, having no communication with T.:::nk or Tank 
Destroyer Conilll3Ilders 'rrould :~ttempt to seize control of individu<ll guns 
often ordering them into impossible situ2.tions all without the knowledge 
of the anna red Platoon Conm,unders. Confusion ,"1ld :mtagonism l"rere the 
only results of the se situations; .".11 unfortun:1te nnd inexcus.'lblc but 
underst:,.ndable. In the some IY,3J1Il L'r , T<Jl1ks end Tank Destroy<;;rs were 
often required to fire in sup,tJort of Infantry <lctions when they did not 
hc.ve an <1odequnte knowledge of the situ2.tion, 3.00 the result3J1t support 
fires were somer-That ineffective. 

Corlmunic2.t~ons between sm3.11 Tcnk and Inf".ntry units could have 
bCJn propBrly ~ranged for the T~nk - T3llk Destroyer tlatoon Leaders 
all: - . posS0ssod ]JO series Inf::ntry radios, but wore nOVGr informed of 
the unit ch21lnels of the orG.:1l1iz.::'.tions tho.t they supportad. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

The $28 r['.dio 113.5 been sugg(.)stwd as the stC'lldD.rd set to equip 
k--.1O 's in liou of the pr",sent 510. This "irould give the Tank DestroYi,;rs 
a sot-up equivnlent to th:1t of tho i',edium rrr.nks, 'V.ou1d allow a gre2.ter 
rwge of communication, 2.lld 'muld CllClble D. T::nk IN stroyer unit, 'which is 
subject to a ch:nge of nttD.chIuont l'lithin n Division, to carry integral­
ly the proper chnnnels for the major units vr.lthin the Division. 

Air-Ground Tactical communication is still extremely unsatisfactory; 
the "RovGr Joel! nn:i "Rover Pete" org;mizations nre not the ~nsyrer to 
this acute problan. 

air-Ground communict}.tion should be under the control of the fore­
most Qchelon commDIlder of <l given TD.sk Force ( not the Force Comm[l]ld~rJ 
rut the cOImnonder most forw;:::rd "aho has .J.dequatc communicntion vri.th the 
components of the force). This i'JOuld nOl'lUe.lly be either the commJ.ndi;)r 
of the Reconnc.issnnce elenents or the commnnder of the adv.:lI1Ce Gu::.rcl. 

J 
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CULl. m~IC.tiT II.) NS (CO::1t I c::.) 

In th0 p<:st operc.tio::1. the Rcconn ".iss"nc c COLP ~ny of this Bo.ttdiol1 
ves str::.fed by Affioric.1J,. £,.38 .~:ir0~:lf"', :;''1d ,.,nc ~.,~Q "~rLio":'0d C::.~ \T~S knoclc­
od out (;lven thour;h til0 vd,ic.:10 ",,-:co:; pJ.,::L'11Y mCl..,:,k.:;d by t~10 r.o.yinur:. dis­
plf'.Y of tho prus~r~,~8'1 YCJ,lC1fT ["'n'3:ts i:::cL:.cd for i.cl(;ntHi~~.tion PU!'lJOSOS. 
Two other tirJCS the CC:,!_'Jj.~n -;J~'.8 nistdwn fa:;.' encr;,y, ::nd st:~c.f:i_llb by ~j-47 
2.ircrclt resu] t,.;d 

.2-47 :::.i rc1' ,"'.£"', 2,'; 0'1(: ~.IDC in:CKc;d 5f)L!C 300 y;').rds in front of the. 
lB.-:>.d vshicL; cf tr.t, ~l()CCn~~2,SS2I'C{; COi:P'-'l"'Y st!'o.fing cn(r;y Infantry, C)lld 
o.S tho ComP:J:..!.=" c.~jJ..:'r)(.f:>Jd ~l'_t{l-i'C:'Y- )" 1J ·.;1.,' '8 str2cloJd C.n enCl·:Y gro'_lp SOrle 
fivo hundred . I tP' y:c.r·( [3 tr) 1,116 If-:!i't 1'1] "'.r. 'i{:i.t 11 prope r cOIf.Juric.;t ion, 
this Cf'.se CjL~-J l:.:,"::;~(·'::('['l.:; 1,l1.J .rule ro.thi:.;!' th[~n the oxct.,;ptio:,. 

\~ithout c~::~cJcbr: t.he 1,'051, 8ingly ir."!port:o.nt tc.ct-i_c2.l consider:::.tion 
in C§ly pr('po~'e(t m';.~i.t·.r~r operC':..tion is ?:-"~CP(-'i.' ,:',nc. adequC':;:'c ccr:Jdunicat.ion 
betw",en all CCIJlponcnt elsJll:.Ilts of the givl;n cor;£2nd~ ThretJ yt;3.!'S of 
Uvarse.;lS opere.tions by this Batk..lion h:::.v~ proven this statofj(jJ1t to b0 

txue. 

A1B~J:{T B. L.oRRI.:iJN 
Ct!f)tain, Inf 
5-) 
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HEAKDQUARTER
 

701ST TANK DESTROYER BATTLION 
APO 46h U. S. ARMYT/ 2 / 

1,it May 1914.5 

APiVOR ITN SUPORT OP IJF2+-iTPY ON LAGO DI
 
G-ARJA, IT2LY (F5090)
 

(xrT ,iPNIBIOTIS0OP+YT.. 10iOf) 

During the latter part of April 19h5, the 10th iuontain Infantry Division 
was attacking north against light and scattered resistance along the east 
shores of Lago Di Garda. The 701st Tank Destryer >atal.on (-"B" Company), 
with "C" and "D" Companies of the '751st Tank Pattalion attached, was in sup­
port of the divisi6n attack; which progressed north along the single road par­ralloling the.lake- Thus, on the left of the attacking forces ars some thirty-

five hundred (3500) to twelve thousand (12000) -ards of water, whilen the 
right was an impassable barrier of hills up to 103h eters in height. The 
area wTas entirely impassable for armored or other vehicles e:.:cept along the 
main road to the north. 

Initi. enemy demolitions were encounterod at '5h3 t3 early on the morn-
lug of April 28th. This caused some delay to the a--mor but the infantry pro,­
ceeded on to+thc Village of r..,a!"enc (F5h54LT) 'rh'cla they occupied zaraitod 
support of armor. hen the ongihcers had completed the fi1 IV 's orocoee 
ed on forward to the village, where at its nortni edge n qxad car of 
the recon±laissance company was Lakon under Lire b" A .< &m*.'Th
infantry proceeded on forw-ard, but found furtho:" Aio&iNW P556958. At 
th,is point they suffered casualtt fz~ntj$pm % nty4Za) .considerable aW. s 
fire- frfom- the mouth of a tuml on (KAm. ?<Ii9takDt'pP orought f or-
w-ard, the+c cro-ws of the enemy, / r mi.Irguns evi&-,;alie 4&7ncrtd their guns, 
for rot a round ras firod..)-'."_ Cat 

The demolitiois at.FA56M put an crd to fLrtcr advances to the north0 
The road had been %6ppcd into the lake for a distance of somc bno -hundred 
and Li ty (150) feet and just beyond, the road tulin l +,iout'i(-to.qcrc the roadpaSSsei through the steep mountainside thnat ran iea- bthe w.i.ater edge) had 
been closed krhoe the extensbve cemolitions had dropped the tunnel reef onto 
the floor. This tunnel was one 6f ++anybe~tween Navene (75'h59h7) and Torbolo 
(2578023) en the lake shorerad. Lngimn'<+ est-vte weesve-7 t e 
(10) days to clear the road, 

As visual rceonnaiLssance craved the other tmnels to be still intact, the 
division cermmand4- r dec++ded upon an I+mphibious op;6.ration to Zoe creund the de­
molished area to scure the ether tunnels intact 4 

"DUKgYT3", being available, -,e:re ixmcedi:telyj brought forward and a battel-. 

ion of infantry was landed in the vicinity of 25698. This lcncbng was sup
ported by the direct fire of "C" Company of the 701st Tank Destroyer Battalion0 

c'c "2-Th'-4 



RECT L!TGE - 2 ­

<'-a-i this landing had boon securod, (the roemaining tunnls .70r7 taken 
intact), support troops 'cre landed, and an attack ums launched o secure the 
t.rn of Div S(_20h) and Torbole (<78023). It was then that the comand­
i1g general decided to attempt to use bar ferry tan-s and destroyersbc-to tank 
nort.- on-the lake to support the advanco of' tho infanti; or this rcif r- not 
poss_ot)ib, to on the north',rth the infantry after it cdadvanco to reached 
the initial Riva- Torbolc objective.
 

Unfortunately, the. necessary "QUOUE,,T" barges -core not immiediately avail­
able for the operation, and.the infantry was on objective (.-iva - Tor"bole) 
long before the first of the armor arrived.
 

A.firry point was established at FSL79SO, and by afternoon of the 1st 
of Ma"11.y 'QUON'SETT" -ere the receive.the barges in 'ater. 2nd rcady to 

It was decided b, agreement betw:een tie cormnuanoJ.ng officer, 701st Tank 
Destroyer Battalion and G-3, 10th 1ountain Infjtntry Division to move the armor 
in the following order: 

•1 a - - 2 M-8's (701 Rn) 
2 .'-iQ's (./701) - IV. 

1 b-- Engineer Equipment. -RLIVA 
2 a-- 2 11-8's (701 Bcn) 

1 1 (D/7$l ) -TOBBOLE 

1 h (c/7Sl ) 
2 b - - Engineer Equipment. - LORBOLE
3 a - - 2 if-l0Ts - DIVA 

- - All remaining armor to TORBOL? in tie follo-,ig order: 
Medium tanks, light tanl,s TD's of "A" and "C" Companies, 701st 

TD Battalion, and. 701st Reconnaissance Company. 

This order was brought about by the fact th-t the vehicles in classes 1, 
2, and 3 'core to be used initially on road blocks in the Torbolc - Riva area. 

Tro unforscen factors entered the picture. iirst, although tn "QUOTST"­
barges -reo said to be of the seventy (70) ton class, their actual load limit 

as not in excess of fifty (50) tons. This meant tuice the orfiinally schedul­
o-1 number of runs. Next, the motor on the "QUONETLr" was not rmechanicallv 
cp,.-rative, and it was necessaiT to propcll the barge by tying "dakir's" to the 
port and starboard side and using-tn "dukrw" po-w:er to move the "QUONSET." 
This added to the ninimur_ time limi'it of each trin up tnelrake. 

.,lonthe!ess" , tiec fery7 was in oscr .tion, by 1,!.O0, hours, I lay,_ and by 1715 
hours the first lead a . ,rrived at Dliva. (11±0 entire ferry trip consume.d 
som.e tie and one-half (2%-) hours time. This meant a max:imum of twelve (12) 
tanks 2ould be handled each day). The ferry continued in epe-ration throughout 
the n-ght, and by 021700? ilay tiw fullo .ringvehicles had arrivU~ at dostina­
tion:
 

Ist Pla~toon, Ben. Ce., 701st T.D. Bn. 
3rd Platoon, hen. Co., 701st T.D. Bn. 
let Pla~toon, "K' Co.; 701st T.D, Bn. 
Ce. Mqh's men., ", 701st T.D. Bn. 
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2 Ledium Tanks of "C" Co.; 751 Tank Bn. 
I Light Tank of "" Co. , 75l Tanj Bn. 
h Quonsett loads of heavy engineer bridgi.ng equiprent. 

This list shows that the contemplated schedule of movement was not follow­
ed to th-e letter. It was learned that although the barge could not handle 
two (2) tanks each trip it could nonetheless carry additional light vehicles. 
it model load vas one (15 medium tank and one (1) 1-8 armored car. 1/h ton, 
It x 41s of' the reconnaissance company could also be added to the load as 

IThus the vehicles of the reconnaissance company presented no 
problem. 

A change in the priority of equipment was -ade the-next day in that en­gineer equipment was given load priority over th'e armor, so Uht by 031800B 
May only five (5) additional nedium tanks of the attached Q"C1ompany, 7S1 
Tanrk Battalion had been ferried. 

No further trips were made with the armor. The road to the north raLs 
opened at 0800 hours on tue h1th of l'ay and tle ferTy was put out of operation. 

xxx x x x x x x x x x x x 
Although the quonsett barge was only in operation for a matter of four 

(1)days, and. although only a portion of the available armor as transported
by this fcrry, the operation "ras nonetheless deon,- a success. The use of 
quonsett barges in such operations is tactically a sound proposition and their 
use in ft ure operations by domanders faced v,th similar fircunstances chould 
be seriously considered. The operation just described could have boon carried 
out in the face of enemy fire and, had the quonsett bergos been available,tanks and tank destroyers could nlave landcd ,ith the infantry. 

_irv -_,ir %r X jr ""X N X~:xxxxxxxxxxx x x 
In arny similar operation, the follo-ing factors must be taken into con­

sideration: 
1. Effective control must b exercisedat toer,,,.k~tionnont. Only 

vehcelos to be imczdiately available for loan.Vr , nest b in ti area. (This
bttalien placed an officer at the embarkationcontact offrce andith battalion headquarters. The loadingpont ithhonradio calledtelephonefor 
xrehicdes a's dcesirod for loading). 

2. Effective control_ erst be exercised at tc debark,tison point. 7?hen 
eQ~ a limnited number of quonsett barges are av.ilable, small portions of 
:'etr ci-,units .,nay become lost atter debarkation, 

3. lien quonsett ba.rges are to he usoc' to carrr arm or in the assault a 
thorough £2ic-study must be nade of the lancd :-g area, to insure adequ: .tc land.P 
lag *pints. 

1;. uonsctt bc.rges are engineer equipment tlt arc used only for short
eriods of nejor operations. For this roson, t_.1ogh long stndtho 

use, To po-w-er m-otors are liable to become inopcrativo. Two motors woe tried 

"f­ '-3-R T2±CrD 
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REST-.LTCT:ED-. 

in _ast opora1tion,the and roither one Pfr such3,pei• a heavy mioco of en-in worked 
gin quipment is north hauling all ti lon way taly, it is-ort 

pin opcrative stabo. 

L. 	 rmst 1>. o oiic toA sufficicnt nuabrr of the quonsctt bargos md 
the aror. In the past operation, it would have taken tao (2; .o, to -ot'J 

the ombat vohiclos of this battalion. 
T ic usc ol quonsett barges or units 

lAr.r th.n battalions is almost out of to quostion. 

In assault operations, some form of protnetion from enemy fire ust 

be <-r:ed thu crews of t'-piquonsotts. 

7. in oporations in.wich it is contwplater to ;tc tan s in quonstt 

b rges in tho assault, it ust be planned to l nd ast, s ocssiAO ftorsoon 

low movi ng quon oa-ts prsc)t 1:Iost fi,.craM: barget
daylight. Tankson the 


to nay guofirJ.
 
3. .hon-it s contcm abe.-d to use qaensotb Jgr inan opcraution, some 

fnrebhought must be f'VO- to tat trcandid mouonsts rust 2 a
 
.not "!orrdtobL_y
avail c. In he - ast o:c tion three (3)h 


d:rs were lost bee,-ao ,c ti rt--s ~r h-z..
7 g ".,-;ere(t on 

/s/ 	 Albert D. Ilorrison 
.1,T_.? 3,±.ITORRIS±OI
 
Captain, Infant r 
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