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r 3 Hin. (JARTAS TOLST TaNK DiSTROYER Ba..aLION
M APO 464 c/o Postmaster, N.Y.C., N.Y. SECRET ,
: Per Auth: % D Bn.
Initials: /

Date - :;,1 Jan 1945

, 1 January 1945
SUBJECT: Operations Report.
TO + Adjutant General, U.S. Army, Weshington, D.C. (Thru channels).

1. In compliance with the requiraments of paragraph 10, AR 345-
105, dated March 10, 1943, the following operations report of the 70lst
tank Destroyer Battalion cevering the period 1 December 1944 to 31
December 1944, is herewith submitted.

2., The operations covered in this report are statements from the
Unit Journal and Battalion Dairy, and supporting evidence for said state-
ments is attached.,

3. Previous operations report submitted covered period up to and

including 30 November 1944 .
/Z/ % / <

~/ JOHN E. DOOLEY,
Adjutant.

O

Fer the Commanding Officer:
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OPERATIORS OF THE 701ST TANK DESTROYER BAITALION
Period: 1 December - 31 December 194.

Locations of 70lst TD Bn. beginning of period:
MAPS: 1/50,000, Sheets 98-I, 106-IV, GSGS 4229, Italy.
Bn. CP - 1-818045. Bne Trains - L-81704.
A Co CP - 1-857229. 1st Plat - L-85672295, 2nd Plat - 1L-8562270.,
3rd Plat - (1 gun)-L-825262; L-828259, (2 guns)~L-829259.

B Co CP ~ L-843224. "A" Btry - L-84362250; "B" Btry - L~847022,2,
C Co CP - Q700766 (Assy. Area)
Ren Co CP = L=771123, 1lst & 2nd Ren Plats. -1=795095.

3rd & Pioneer Plats. -1~773127.

Period opened with A Compary (-3d Plat) in artillery positions attached
to First Armored Division Artillery with mission of reinforcing fires of the
27th Armored Field Artillery Battalion. 3d Platoon of A Company in anti~-tank
pesitions attached to 91st Ren. Bn. in 1 AD sector, 0 {/
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B Com;e 1y 4n artiilery ;ositions attushed to First Amored Divisien

Artillery with mizaion of relaforcing fires of the 9ist irmored Fleld

ArMllery Sattalior. O Soupszy Sbtuched Lo First Armered Divisien Reservs,
| {n assanbly area. :on. Co. under Battalion contrel sdin wission of

‘smimainiag highmsy %527 from L-819043 S0 L-780190.

1 Nes. - Normel harussing misdons fired.

2 Dec. - 34 Plat., & Coapany, revsrted to control of CC"B", 14D at
0212004 Mec whea CC"B" relteved 91st fon Bn in place. 1lst Flatoon, C Com;any
moved froa 700766 tol-830264 closing at O21000A Dec 44 in prepsration for
reliaving 3d /latcon, A Cempany. C Conpany (-1t Flat) preparing for movaasat.
Ren. Co. cowuctal routs recennaissance to ?iom;mo'a.nd Anconnellsa. A & B
Conpauries fired unuboerwd-bmuiug aissions. let Flatoom, C Coammmy
oceapleted relief of d i’hﬁ.a of 4 Joapany in plece and 3d P’htocn, i Company
moved 0 A Compaly srea ab L-,Qs‘?ﬁaﬁ reverting to A Ceupung sontral.

3 Ves. = Ne chanse., C Onxpnqy (-1t plat) demrted arva ~=T700766 at
C31B800:i Dec hi, closed in ared vioininy m35 at GLOLLISA Deo ik, |
Attached to 1 AD Artillary te reinforce the fires of 3239 Field Artillery
fattalion. | | |

5 Des, = C Coaany (~ist Flas) took up arsillery pesitions. Coajury CP
1-82082345. 2d Platoon - L=82021-23270; X Platoon - H1916-233A3; o

6-7 Des. Koranl aszsigned duties by all wnits. A

A Nect.~ C Sompany (~lat Plit) meve Gmmr&ﬂ? to 1-818231. 2d Flatoon '
to 1~319233 und 3d Flatoon to 1823,

9 %0 25 Deo, - Herzal asignet dutios by all unita,

26. Dec. - 24 Ren Plateon, Ron Co moved from 1~195095 ‘o vialn.tw L-?ZZM

L—83273 and 1~8327 fer air-groand coordinstion aission.
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27 Dec. - A Company, B Comnny, and C Cumpary moved {rom [=8572%;
L-845223 and L-818231 respectively closing at [~3l8uL5; 1~812057 and
1-81804L5 at 2715704 Dec. &4, 2d Pletoen, Ren. Co., returned to L-795U%)
revarting to Een, Jowpuny cgnt,wl. Freparations by all units Jor aovessrt
to IV Corpe gmctor.

28 Tac., -~ Zatt:lion depmrted vicinity l-814045 closing in following
positions at 2302301 “ec. Lbs

Battallon ¢ - 4=144796
4 Coapamy CP % ~141792
B Coaparny CF - .&~143795
C Company Ci - =144758
Rer. SO0 P - ~1387%3
3n., Teins -~ ~139798
3d i"latoon, ien Cenpany carrien oit ruute reconmdissaunce,

X Dec. - 31 Dee, - Fen Ccoupary assigned mission of patroiling
coastal sector from Viaregzio south to south of serehio Hiwver (U~-998731).
Ren Jomjany moved asd established Ul's att  Rea CUmpany CP - ~X0a7T4;
lat FPlatoon - U=%93709; 24 Flatoon -~ U-988792; 3d Flatoen - U=999730;
Ploncar rlatonsn = «Q0RTT3e Otresr Cogwniee carried out physic:l comnditioning,
training armd maintavaance program.

Positiony at olose of Period:

Bn CF = ~l4L796. 34n Trains - »~1397vi.

A Co CP «—=L41792

8 Go OP =143T5

C o OF «ALT98 :

Hen Oo GF =~004774. 1st FPlat -U-993767. 2d Plat =U=528752, 3d ilat -U=559730.
. “ioneer Plat - -004773.
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fOLST Datis OESTROYER BATTALLON

AP 4ol U,5, ARMY

6 Jamuary 1945,

1. During the perisd 1 - 31 December 194l the pattalion suffered the fol=-
lowing persounel battle casualtiess
Gol. Georie % iiarcoui, 11038900, Co. "A", LWA, Loizno, Ibaly, 15 Des Lk
(KOSp).
foc 5 John P. Krempa, 32554052, Go. "A", SWA, Lolano, Italy, 15 Dec Lb
(HOSI)).
2, The foilowing changes ju status of formerly reporied personnel battle
casuslties occurreds ‘
Pvi. uel 3. Kenser, 1607379L4, Co. "A" -~ Returned to cuby 74 hec Ul
"
5,be iy e Ranshaw, 32299080, Co. "B" - Returned uvo dusy 1 Dec il
Je au.rd of une foi.loﬁing decorations ware nublished during this periods

de Tnc purple Heart was awarded to the following namea iluiividuils
for wonaus receive . in actdon against the cnemys

Sgbe Lawrence Fo Blggs, 34333008, Co. “G"
£75e Clycde ionroe, 35112052, Co. "A"
3/37%. James Q. Johnson, 35213654, Co. "a¥
Pvo. Vernoa E. Welch, 37003507, Go. "A"
PvL, Janes E. dey’ 3808&398, _@. LY U

~ Pe The rirsé Oak Leaf Qluster was awarded to Pvt, Kemneth L. laneely,
020Lluy3, . "A" Cor wounds received in action against the enemy,
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HAAD JARTERS : 2 & ,
013% TANK DNSTROTER BAYTALIOR  s1Per Altht ™ Bloll
ARO “‘ : GQSO ARMY ulllmlll

1tDake m n

Sil“lﬂulNQRSH’C\I('.II"..'
A Mareh 19A3.

; ' ' The ‘“l“‘ m‘ 'Jo ‘~l “m 35’ boﬂo (M w

and sapporting «mmmumusswm

1. Jubmitbed hncltu Muou Repert of thu 701s% Tank Destroyer

| ‘mtialica for the peried )}~ 28 Febraayy 1545, hﬁulw, in seapliance wiﬁ
SE mphm, AR 345~105, Mﬁmw.

2, mmntmmummmmnmmumm

3. Oparstions repest m peried m 5 Jamaxy 1945 suimivbed :

MMGJJ. /
Por the cm m - L 7
S L | JORN K. DOOLAY,
1 Iscd '~ 186 Mhep, 7018t TP Bn.,

omm-/madm _ h - Mjetant.
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gg or agn db‘ ug BATTALION |
,al 1 u'.cp-q - 28 Pebreary 1945,

_p..-z_! of 701et D Bm. begioning of perieds

MAPS: 1/50,600, Sheeds 97 I, IX, u.oru nﬂ g Hg
Ba OF - 1582120, Sa Twias - Eg-
Abeov L58TIAT. 1e6 PIag, wung g.u&n‘» 587147,
- Nty g
usvg 554622

D oecCP - 95,895, - 09570-90005 6

m!iqwm

8 Co CF - ruuqoug o gone ~ unuu..wnuu- oE..GuE 2 guns -
, gaz

Ren Co CP L66ALE), -

The peried opened gb’nauip ?!gia?t—z&«

A position ander operstieml semtral of 42 P.d. (reap, » Stbached to 92

ok Artillery, F-}g!&g ¢ Ov manoed twe gﬁﬂaﬁs, ..8..
Whpa. wreus. E?o;ltﬂ?i-lg 88....:3.3.!?,. i
_-oa g!uﬁf%oﬁirﬂoé | |
| Mwl 4 0o sloved 311700 Joa 43 8 .gr:-i?. positioas

: l!.g on...&%ﬁe«s E..G utal_lue.uoﬁu o5 at

f AR artlilery positisns, Slehd %o 92 DIV Aly. O Ob olosed 3116154
,ul&ggr 355!&:=.§§¢§8§&t» |
Ql- oa-lai;ln»:ol&l?qg~$ Q..G | |
u-..:.:lu Gompanles - No asbivity far $he perded. GGo fired

. ..§§ Rom Co, s\i1) devebd, comtuebiné mortar sehcol.

u-‘ )iebl‘&.o-igw?i%g’- & o OF at 587178 amd
ntﬁ v§!_ P .

#‘t !u- iﬂ':f‘.-&»&ﬁ.ﬁ gv 8l Aen 5q &% -
S g’; 8&9&&8 gﬁt Ben Os 0P & og raB& let Seshden

 Flatesn, (3 Mertars) a$ 68119,

ab 474207, 24 Sectidm &y 076206, »nmubv -.taouo& ulg'..gwq 3.;

- St
-~
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"5 =6 Fed Nersal fire nissions carried eut Wy the Cospanies.

7 Ped ~.8 Co sttached 92 Inf, Division G6L200A Feb. 1st Flatoon, B Co,

| stbashed 34 Bn 366 Inf. Bn., 2d Plat atteched 370 Inf, Regt. 1ot and 24 Platecns
 suppording 760 Tank En. 3d Flat attasched JT1 Inf, Regh.

_. $ P - B G supported attack of 92 Inf, Bivistes. 1sb FIab. vic 10956
R * ] dn“ ﬂ.u. pesition, 24 Plat. vie 935972.' direst fire, )M Plat, reinfereing

Y m .t 599 Peho Ba. Srom 957900,

M‘l Fob = A,B, ami C Conpanies ommd nou‘l fire misaions. urn
,m W A apd C Compenies OPs, Rea Co eontinues 4o urry out sesurity patrels

M I.lo River in mstor.
o uu-u Co (=1sk Plat) attached 10MT Div and further aMbached to Divisien

| mmu,. 10 T Division as of 17000LA Feb. 1st Flas, 4 e, attached to 751 femk

' h..ﬂooau Feb. G G» debashed speratiomsl scotrel from 424 P.d. Greup snd
mau T, B0, raomtwmnm Peb §5. B Co remalns in
o m mm.q suppert of 92 Mvhtn
) %°19 Peb = A Oo, CP &t 517129, 1t Flat 588177, 24 Plat, lst eatien, AS9151,
t lnuu 493141, 34 Plas, 517129, c ¢o (OF) C-24 ad m elosed moou Fed.
3 Ce, um 92 Iaf. Division mcwm Fob 45, in woate be 561155 at close of
perisd, mx revert to Ba cantrol w elseing.

207 - A Co, 1ot Flat, 3 ..-ut. 588182, 24 Flat, 2 gans st 483158, 2 gune
ah wmz, sarporting 10 T DAvi#an in srtillery role. B 0o CF at 5575-149%, 6
guns at ”53-1&7&. b gune &b 535-150, 2 guns at 361-155, elosed 1922504 Feb re~
' nruag ts ¥ cmm. 3npmm:lng BEF ia artillarvy !‘tlo

21 Peh -~ A Co (=1at Flat) ia support of 10 KT um-aim:a 3d Plat vis
543-188, 34 Plav vie 51835-1095, $190-169%, 5:65-1732, 5263=-1T60, B Co prepred

o asva to new pesitiens,
-2
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a Teb - uu. (OP) closed 2120004 Peb 45 and A-2AB closed zhw Pob.
u (4 Sud Rea Gos) sttached 40 248 Puy Bmy for operatioml control 221800 Feb
u. i Qo (-lot Plat) tn support of 10 ur Dlﬂ-ton sloseds A=1, 1lst Sectien,
qt m—-ns, ceation at 539-1&, A2, 1k Sectisn, 539-184, 24 Section at $4S-183.
a c., supjort. of 10 T lmma noved 6 guns to 555-150. | N
S a: Feb - 4 Co (=ist nu) u support of 10 MT Division, 24 Plat at 539-133,

! ““su,-m, Sa4-164, 543-1855 34 vm a4 52071, 526-178, 52-172, firicg on @
e nma m lst Flat, A Ce,’ 2 quns at m-dsa, 1 gun at 585-184, -upmrtinx
N fi *‘,:791 M lu. B amd 0 \.onwaniu ueml haraseing aiesions, Ren Co, mn WM. b

ummg out routine ugarlt' p.m- aldng Rene Rlver, T | N

24 Feb - C-24 (OP) om n 5“—1!0 ad 231039\ Pab L5, A, B,jlm 6 ubip;-u& _
normal hareasing sizsions’ m- m periods T e L o

25 Peb ~ 4 Co (-1mt m) 1n support ormwmmimmm 1 gun te 506-108
a2 puse ap SOANL | o e

2 Peb = A.0s («1m nn). ﬂ Mat n--uoa n sw-ua assuning nvhg pa
S atiston, Firing pesttises eb s20-153, ws—-us. SU-167, and at A9S-1AL which fs

| Btationary peaitien m- 1 gun, 84 m, . At aggle Montens. & Co cp chmt
o .. B41600A Peb LS " st1Me, LT | o
. 27&-23 Peb - ml hrtuiug miasions carried ont x'er ‘he porhd loa oo,
mn dotuhtd. nQ ohtmzo. & Co CP alosed at 517-1“- -
.. M\iﬁﬂ lﬁ ahu of périodt | ’
_ -llﬁ? m Ba Traios 1581118 ,:
JA@.W&M 1st pm,zwum—m.xmum-m
24 rlat at 539~183, 543183, Sui~-186, 543145,
K | “l’ i”?lv-lkis 6 guns at 5553-14Th, & gune at 555-18,
Kl o GM!‘ wﬂo-mo_, :6! ::: :: ;::'oigés, 6 guns as w.s-um |
N " (2 gans atb L5597-1261, @8em)
- hon Gp CP wn—m 3ot Mat, lst Seetion at 674~207, 24 m u. 676206

24 s, m-zat, n na, uz.m. FLomser Flat () mertars)
“L-m. 4 3. |
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dareh. 1, 1343

. mmmm nwuuthtuuumﬂtmp'
- Muon of the Ganpsnies hive 20t besn uulnmn. The reperis bsn

" beent agsurste but not oa tims,

' 2. In the m.-pr. te ﬁm the euuss, m rensoRs m mnn;y
. given aye:
1) mmﬁu,mu)ﬁohv. N

3. It §s uuma tntlmuuclmmhommwm
atre time to the developmend ¢F (2n Leader ~ Badis Operater tesa. uunuu
sew the leadez, whether he Bp SMef of Section, Matosn Legder, or Compaty
comnn,mn«mamuh-mnm hhnmdunm
Sender or wstdthman,

b mwm-:m»munmu 4xbo two phises,
rmes Fl sbould be neparets training for $he 6 opeTaters teo suver
mmmunummutum,muuw,wmm

of sAp refesenes poimd cede, -

: m»umnmumnmm-rmtuwomnw
wrk together. wil) isslude psyepharsing the mesoage in the

lhlr“uhitﬂfon - Sialtekions of the cede shoet and yet retads
mmummam-m hnother stap whil Mave
repeat the emoct words of the leniley winn uu;u-
bmmm-swsummmwmw
ofen are wreng.

5. mmm«mmnm»nma mriurthu.
nhtoortudmtmmlaﬂmhm*Mua £ reporis,

For the Comuanding Offieew:

. ’ o .~ / g ,‘ =y
%% ﬁ,{,/;. g
JOHN &, 1 |
N Caphey Pokay -
8=3. |
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ANNEK TO O ukAT1URI REPORT

| 1. Puring the period, 1-23 Fcbrusry 1945, this organiszation sifiered
She following persopnel battle samaliies: ' :

, R Pfe  Clyde Merton 39029256  Jo "B"  LwWA 9 Feb 45
R Mt John T, Doster 14141918 GCo "C® irA 13 Feb L5

“ 2. 7The following changea in status of previously reported personael
- bagtle e:sualties are reported: . : : ‘

Cpl f}eorgo‘ﬁ.'. llu'uux 11038900 @9 "A"  L7A 15 Dee ki KTD 2 Few 45

| 3. Jurimg the perfod, 1-28 Febsda:y 1945, the following asards to pere
- sonnel of tnis organization Were announsed ‘

8. Brome tar Medal -

1. 24 Lt KN B, NYOTHGH, 0-1999105, Rem Co., for merlterious
Gervices, i @mpport of combat oparitions, froa 20 Ootober

1jhi Vo 2 Deseaser 1944, per Ses ¥, 3O Ro. L, Hq. Pifth
Aray, dated & Pebruary 1945+ . A

2. 1/5gt Laurenss J, Fahy, Je009928, Hq & Hq Cov, for aeritorioas
services ik sumdst, froa 2i February 1944 to 5 June 1944, per
S8 ¥ 30 Ney 1s, Hy Fifth Anwy, dated 6 Februsry 19L5.

3. 8/ugt iemry J, Schalis, 35005479, Ce "a", for meritoricus ser-
vices in Sembat from 25 March 194k to 5 June 1944, per Ses Y,

he &/3gt James H, Qrushe, 6661575, Ce "C", for me.itorious ser-
vices in sipiert of combat operations, from 20 ey 1944 to
7 Septemier 1944, pe: See V, U0 Mo, 14, Bg Piftheirmy, dated
6 Febraary 1945. ' _ -

be let Oak ILenf Cluster to ‘Purple Heart,

1. Tec 5 George ¥. iiangua, 37368178, Co *C", per 3ee II, 30 No, 10,
Hg lst irmd Div., os. ‘

c. 2urple Heart for » ed in se A the .

lee Sgt Julims 4, Fussell, 342 ag' 886, caC", per dec II, GO Ko, 9
“E] l.t ‘J Di"o’ ": 3 ’ : ’ * ’ '

2, Tec 5 Deloss B, Mor;.a, 37449685, Ce *O%, per Sec 11, 30 Ho. A
ﬁq ist Arvmd Div, ) cs.

Sty ... :'
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. Purple Weapt for “ounds Recelved in Action igainst the Eney (cont)
-3

Cpl Ermest Aliritton, 34057426, Co "(", po~ 380 I, (0 Ke. 9,
Ha lct Ared Liv,, g8, ‘

Tec 5 George ¥, Manmgum, 37368178, Co "C", psr 3ee 1., GO No.10,
Fq 1st Aired Div,, es.

Tes i Edward K. Hines, 70RL351, Co "CW, pe. ses 11, 50 .10,
Hq 1.‘ Armd Di?o’ Q8.

Pvt Porter J. sm.r, 701.0507, Co "C®, per See I, J0 No. 11,
Hq 1st Ared MV., “‘
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ol T s peratlons pennrte
T + Tne ibjubsnt Ceneran, Ve o oreay, ashinglon IH, Heue {iara Channels)

1

i. ucuittes hoyealth cporaclors bhenort of Lo 70lst lank [ esbrover
tmttelion Jop the puriod 1 - 31 naren 1945, inclusive, in complisnce wilh
paragrapt: lo, 4 3u5=1L5, datsd 10 sarch 1743,

2. ihis operations repoert is taken froa the Undt Journsl . Unit Dary
and supporting dothwntary eviusiwe i3 atiscneu thereto,

3. Gperetions rorort coveria poriou turoa o< Jgeraery Lras sobmitied
Previousely .

Fop the Lossanadn: widleo

JUHB H. rind, -
1 Inel U it., 7008t f.0. Ba.,

Ipns Kpt w/allied papers. Adjutant .
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on tar:ets of orportuaity snd probable ey locations., Mldge limes 2nd drawe
were xel)l coveres. this fire ia Eeliaved to b2 lar.cly res:unzibie for ey
personnel of a:yroximits coapany stren.th to surrencsr to ur forc.&. Foree
ladden proviusa .zimét Tire saprort ahile accomprrylug the attack. » vo JF
Bt 516-179; 28 lat, lst Sect - 1 zun &t 533-1B1, and 1 gan &b 544-195; 2d
Sect st 505-154; 34 ¥lat, lat .ect at &8?—151, 24 ect 8t 492141, 4 Go,'
701 CF a 573-200. # Co, 751 Tank on 4 &b 517=177, 3 qup at 50i-152, 1 'ect
atsu7=166, 1 est at 530=171, 1 gan at 517+177, and 1 gua at 513-133. < do,
751 tank . n 20 at L8168, & guns at 52(=177, 2 juns at 542~186, 1 ; lat &t
Sh=il?.  tupks =9 oot vdqm’lt. 55,=-10%, 1 t:nk at S545-185. o Ce, 751 ismk un
o0 at 559-10L, st iat at 7550-135. 2d lat, 18t sect at $3/-183, 24 Saeb st
537110, e M1t vie 541~183. C Jo, 7o. 10 Sn detehd b DAV irey at 0311344
Fareh aud stbhd opare r.iemlﬁcom.rol ‘uree Jaddan and "mvod to asreidly ared
vie 571-170,

4 darch = .+ o (~Lls% .'Put) and 8 and O (s, 751 Tank -n (=2 Plsks) amd
" Co, 751 'l‘lmc Bn rensined i.n “ugilluon s_upponiag“lﬁuck by direst fire at
tar ets of oprortinity .r.ud‘ ;)tﬁbm.' oy lovsiions, 8 Jo, 701 ia direct support
of 10 ¥ Miv aitnok, o, TUL ated by.rktio:ml vontrol Torce laucem. 8 Jo, -
70) kndcked out & mrasn 750y sel? propolled at 593=437.

5 warch - . Se (~lat -lat) "ir‘dﬂoml huressing <issiond® oy rejgost of
tie 3iF. ~oand § deg anies, 701 comtimmed in &Alrwt sapport of 10 48 tiv
atisck. .. ‘ |

0 farch - i{ica Ue relieved ag mwal ap a@t oi‘o-d at tu3~183 at
0501004 ukr. Hemaining .tohd 11 ﬁrw #m’ furtor ctchﬁ Bist [on iy 3& Flat,
D Coy 751 Tank bn woved from vic S54<-14% clcsmlg;ly'ﬁp-).” At 06093CA war.

2
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3d viat, - 0, 751 ian. @ st Proe vie Mola bo ldecsno clorin. st ouilbn

C A,

otk plutenps 21003 ba A Lo, TIL T .

7 - Yareh - 0, Tol, moved 2 cunc Lo 43i-lL] dad 2 ocune to AT =EH0Y o

fa

2d “lat, o ir oditrost fire poans Plred oa ooy w8, prow L2 ooy L8, iE,

N %,

mortsos, =nd /0. 34 Flat dn dnclrcct i pornc. e, TUT, oleupdss

direct fire ooy ot L lat Sbk- b, Za 1.t 559-050, Ja let vae~die. DG,

70l € at L=, Lot Tl At afee)e, &3 Flad ab owiles5h, 3d Dint sy o oou-254,

b 19

et pic="s wrd e owapled edrect vire pouns vic lzalel W' izno silh bne

mission of ~ob ol Loooimea rlowks e inct possinle ey srueorcd coaabovatlacks

Kenm 0, sti. o own sl W 4 Tank o wl UL car. gv.i. #% UALO3Gs Yurp to

stanco (Tij= uF; to meliloe
T8 Tunk 6 covae. v cota L oas o Lo olA-187 clesin et O8LUKL  ar. I Cial,

so TS Thed nounves Jroc win C Bm1A7 eloning at SU7=108 &L G200 o deth

An far ooepa Jhnan,

T varcn e Yat Ioh o e Jegmet et Urow DRl closine ot Suded il st

PTU N
“h £ L
Qa7

PR i

Sy
polnt,

i:‘i Yo

platnons oo fud she st Lo 0 Jo, Hoeth platoons reasined atens Lo B o, T31 J&ax

ERAS G Tolv o ancc e o cranlened santrol Jerve FrRuaden. v Lak,  Je, THL

GLoLYhe e v i Lo ot andt conurel. 2 e auindes, 751 continae

PuGp, 33 otn T 88 on Peuseve.,  3d lay, iy

v

B oaes do o atend bo o oy, Tule  Eoand U Dos, PO gonblliued fn dipech

-

ool ot et b P 3o, B4 Lat; 4 Te, THL ane novlessw vie alola

el e Tl T 'nip dedncive ciraet My rolres.
- 2Tt~ o felat Plat) oarried out noraml h.oressing adssfons,  dst | lat,
Yol psilea o plat of & Cop 760 ab 6Llu-<333 and LU0-237, 2 wahs 2t ezeh

30&@41 st 21005, O Go, TOl (<2 izt contimaed dn oirect sypord of 1U #f

24 lat, v Co, 701, clo.ed at 601=fih [or aninbessnge «ork.

5% x g g Sl
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10 = %Narch - Ko ehsage during the period. nmm arty aissions carrfed out.

11 « darch - 4 :o; 701 curriod out asual harassin: wissions. Fo chante in
attachmenta, 3d ‘lat, > e, 751 Tank ;@ movod Lo st ect at 505-172, Rd  ect
a8 513153 ciosing &t 1022304 Bay an: romained atend to 8 e, 751 jank 2n. 18t
Plat, 4 o, 7Ul, wtcad to 8 Do, 7CL, moving to sew pousns 4t l1st " sct 505153
and 24 Seat 543-186.

12 - tarch « ‘o crungs in attacimeats or _osntions darin: the ps.ied,

Noraal arty nmicaions carried out.

13 - arch - don Jo, still detond, enyased in security putrolins of foreard
porns for kth Tars p, At 4@ mEke combat Datrols as procreds  Fap study during Lhe
day for ovflears . plat sgts of the “ar7abu area for rald won Veriute rhen
orirr-a by bhe laviet eveintd, ortars in fn sapoort. Coneontratlioc ares le
Yerpato.

L, - karen - . o, 701, ‘earrim‘ out normal harassi-. =i sions curinz the
period. 8 and € Joa, TCl eontinge im 44y ct support of lu 47 iv under operat onal
sontrol “erce Macdean. U amd D Jes, 751 Tank “n - Vo setivity. O Jo, 751 Tank An
earried cut rorasl borassing minim.

15 - 16 sarch - 34 ilat,  Ce, 0L, rslieved thalr ist lat at 15.030a dar
without incidspt. 1lst lat vetting maintetnce cheek and ofil chinse. U and U Cosy
751 Tank ‘n carried out cii el fire alssioms, 6#, 71 fir«d on approxlsately
25 ey porsonncl &b Lbi-~"ih.  Levsral poraond obsd helpiiy others awmy Iros spsa,
Lowdeating sose Lae Lren wounded, H Lo, 701 fired on ey towar | ) abt 558=2hi
‘mookiny ocerner orf.

17 - darch = Zd Mlaib, 3 Jo, 701, noved frow 567-234 closin: st Llyudi. 1st

Flity, A Co, 701, relleves from g&tchd I Co, TUl and raverted conti:ol of jmrest anit
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and moved to vie Iols (éé&‘.-él.}.l ) eloaing ab 1717004 par. No other ehimger during
the Feriod.

12 « sarch = 24 l:t, & o, TOL, moved from HL2%-1%66 to LUBR-1370; sa ,fn‘lat.,

A Co, moved from vic iola (5680-2204) tof £ yung 2t S008«1370 snd 2 cure at SUSeidl.
1st "lat, & o, TUl, moven irom 585=225 to 587«2l) ana 591=2L5 ciosins st 20004,
& Plat, < Do, 70Y ciocen Bl 53138 at 2000A. Ko othsr zhan es for thls pericd.

19 = Farch <« sorae: heraselng wleelons srried oabl «uring the sriod. o
ohange in Locatii.s or ettachnonbe. .

20 - tarch - v Lo, UL, 20ved leb ilat plus one gun 24 Cl:t to 8031~2369
closdng ab 15040, 5. Tint, plus one .un of Ld (st closes at LGAT-7360 at 15UG-.
2d Flab = 2 ine closec st Su= 345 st 15C0A. 18t Teet, 22 1st, . Vo, T0Y closiew |
&t GDY1=?2h w6 d0 omet al Lo 2l b 20UGH “are 3 L)o,_'fj,l., cerrivd ouat oood fire
rhssdov s o o vy €0kl Witk A';.';od ragaits, U Co, TH1, 00 activity.

i~ aroh = 2 le, Vil tigiond orce o a.can anﬁ 18 under opeational cantrol
L2, “+ Tpe Lie anu oy virgs of @ Co, TOL, Fired pegistrotion on rosd Junstlon.
Uotoocontinued anisr sooontiopad coantrol Yorcs saugen. 10 “ieons in locations.

R - JRECT = 0 Uz, TOL te 3 fired German TSem Tak low ot Toumi un operstling
corTecliy, 0, wuip v ivional aenbrol Lok Pa Jp firsd 'nravsing, re.istretions,
LG i1,1'.1.-:;m15;;n.z’.xiv,::.; we arins pariod. O e, 3Q lay, 751, fired 1 nission on ey
s repsonnel,

<5 = v ran - .n redletribution of armior ¥ o, 751 Tank . n took up the

foller 1o oositions: 1st Fiag, lst . «ct &tm-lw ‘- 2 Lanki, 20 act 8% L79=14) -
1 tank and LRB=14Y « 1 tunk, 24 xt, 1st ect 520-170 ~ 3 tunks, Jd saat &t 516=176 « |
2 tanre, 3¢ “int, lst .sct 5.7-16%5 = 3 tanks, Jd -eot L¥~lod - 2 tanks, closing |
at 21454 sepr. wWoving from .orounk 1 o Lank slt ¢ zine at 5175-17L5 anc was complet.ly




destroyed. 3 Plat, 7 Jo, 751 !ans in. moved to:

531-172,
21‘ “3xToh =

no aallunctions,

5

- b wm W -

1 “ect 5:7-177 and 24 Tect

20y, 701 test rirec ensen 7.hca rilfie, cun fired very wall,

.0, 7J] mewping gnder op rutdoAl sontrol A<l Fo Gp and < o,

701 remiins undor oroubional control rorco Xacden,

25 = sarch -
ar. Ko ilncia-ints

with (ood reasuits,

Tens i 200 CL0E6G
eboad Lo et Tanw
26 :apoh -

at Lu7=107 nna Hubh=-i32 Jor speselil aisalons.

D00 = PO ebhuari 8.

A7 = Jareh -

5uF=160 wfLer it b

4 wo, TUl, moved 5 puns from 503-236 to 594=-237 closio at 2420004

Y

secured during A0VeREnt. v0, Tul, fArsc ‘erxan 75cu fae How
“en uo, 8biil Getolia, relieved ab 242100k sar by U Jo, lst
ab -“tance (7iU=i1y, iloneer plat in posivlon &t 706-23% (J mortars)

Ve

. w0y, 2 08 in ahti-tin role pall back to inlirect fire positions

g uo, 791, carrizd ot «rty missions,
Yy oy &R D Cososndes, 751 Tank o - Lo activivy.
1 act, 3 “dat, 3 Lo, 751 Tank Bn returaed to rositiocns as

t v to aveld ey srty flre, Usual arty =aiszizns cepried

oat. by L ips’t Ter, Yol, G, o, 8nd L Jow, 751 Tank #¥n -~ N6 sotiviiy.

23 - uren - woy 701, let rlat (able bbry) at 5%18-7507, 24 Flak (Nor bbry)
at LuaT= 85, s lrt ( otar btry) abt 5926-234%), Reur P at 575~.35 sad 1z amder
SRR saerol 676 % pe 8 Jo, PO GF closed wt 607-750, ist (1t Gube25h -
< gans, o ocune abow l=did, cu 1et st 566-419, W rlat at ouyess), cear P at
STimecy obnxlr e ol L 2ll.9~ war and 16 umier oerstianal asntrel foree vadcen.

s =~ 31 npeh o« Lo gionca lo lecations op atlaehmants curlirn. this eriod.

Normil harensing ol

ssionc carried out.

rositicns =t cloes of Teriod:

Ba CF L5
A Co UF %)

57=150 An frains 1581-118
lo=1dy 1st :lal, 1st Beot ABY=-15L - 2 Tis

b




i1
2d ‘ect 507-137 - 2 TDs - Indirect fire
2d "lat 505-138 ~ 4 TDs - Indireet fire
3d rlat 553=-195 - 4 10s
B So CF WH07=-252 ‘ lst Flat 606-254 - 2 TUn
. 601-244, - 2 TDs
2nd Flat 566-219 - L The
3rd Plat 60925 - 2 TDs
609-253 - 2 Tie
L Co uv 593=235 lst Fli (Able biry) 5918-~2367
znd P1t (Dog biry) 6047-2359

| 3d i1t (Star btry) 5926-2348
Fen Co oF 1L710=-219 ioneer -latoon 706-231 (3 morturs)

'esitioias at close of Pepded (751 lank Bn)*

AN 1517=-129 lst ¥31, 1st Seet 493-140 ~ 2 tanks
SRR # 2 Lect  488~143 -~ 1 tank

Znd '#@%, lst Sect  530-170 - 3 tanks

B '2nd ect 516-176 - 2 taoks.

3rd Flt, 18t :ect  507-165 - 3 tunks

Zrd Lect  499-156 - 2 tanke

TNy L508=268 lat ‘1t 505-227 - § tanks
2nd, Flt 574=207 ~ 5 tanke
- 3rd ¥1¢ 553~175 - 5 tanks

RN, I L558-161 let I'lt, lst :ect  535-180 - 3 tanks, ligh$

<nd ‘ect 537-182 -~ 2 tanks, light
2nd Flt, let _ect 527-176 - 3 tanks, llighb

204 est  531-177 - 2 tanks, light
3rd i1t, lst ‘ect 539-185 - 3 tanks, 1i-ht

2nd Sect  540-183 - 2 lanks, 1izht .

)
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S=1 ANNEX 10 OFERATIUNS REPORT FOR.PERIOD 1 - 31 MARCH 1945

. &, ﬂﬂ&!mt
! Date oi Type of

Gra Nane A3x Co  Casualty Cagualty
Sgt Richard Wehrley 15042970 C 5 Mar 45 LwA
Pfo Charles W. Keith 32033603 c 5 Mar 45 LWA
Cpl Talco L. Zeigler 34071660 C 6Mr iS5 L¥WA
Pvt Lester M. Phillips 6985182 B 6 dar 45 LA
Tec 5  Willisa C, King 14,004,817 C 7 Mar 45 LWA
Pvt Dale P, Holybee 39833207 c 7 ¥ar 45 LWA
Pvt Jobm T, Smith 34Lhi2336  C 8 iar 45 KIA

#5/8gt  Sterlimg K. Smith 15042538 C 9Mmris5 LWA
Sgt Donald J. Blank 332/,6805 A 29 Mar 45 LIA
Cpl Zarl E, Gipeon 15077722 Reon 29 Mar &5 KIA

*3/Sgt  Jim W. Heoten 341A7207  hom 29 Mar AS 1= 1)

* Indicates pe sonnsl not hospitalised.
b. Changes in Status ef Personnel Previcusly Reported as Casualties:
Pre Clyde Merton . 38029256 B LWA 9 Peb 45 <TD 24 Mar 45
II. AWARDS
a, Legion Of Merit:
T/3gt Henry D, Kipsher 37098831 Co B, per GO #51 h MTOUSA ¢a
bes Bronse Star Medal; |

T/58t Howard J. Spaalding 35155475 Hq & Hq Ce, per GO #24 lst Armd
¢. Purple Heart:

Tec 5  William C. Kimg 14004817, Ce C per GO #18 Hq lst Armd Div es
Pfe .Lerenzo P, Ferd 13087071, Co C per G50 #19 Ky lst Armd Div cs
Pvt ¥illiam J. Novak 35320783 Ce C per b $#20 Hq lat Arsd Div es

I1II. HEPLACEMENTS:

During the perfod the Battalion received ome offiser and sixteen enlisted
men as replacem-atse, '

IV. ROTATION AND TEMPORARY DUTY:

, Seven onlisted mem departed for the U, S. om teuperiry daty and seven de-
parted on rotation,
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HEADQUARTERS # SECRET
701ST TANK DESTROYER BATTALION  *Per Auth: GO "ijt T
LPO 464 U.S. army #Initials: AN

*Date: 10 YAy 1945
SHEHEREEEHEREEREHBEHEE0R

10 May 1945

SUBJECT: Operations Report,

TO : Aidjutant General, U, S. immy, Vashington 25, D.C.
(Thru Channels)

1. Submitted herewith Operations Report of the 70lst Tank
Destroyer Battalion for the period 1 -~ 30 april 1945, inclusive,
in compliance with paragraph 10, AR 345-105, dated 10 March 1943.

2, This Operations Report is taken from the Unit Journal and
Unit Diary and supporting documentary evidence is attached thereto.

3. Operations Report covering period through 31 March 1945
was submitted previously.

FOR THE COWllinNDING OFFICER:

o
(V,(_/(fa‘ g
/EDHN E DOOLEY
'~ 1lst Lt, FA <

1 Inclosure: Adj
Opns Rpt w/allied Papers




OPERATIONS REPORT OF T..E 701st TANK DusSTHUI AR BATTALION FOR Tl PERIOD 1 acRIL T0
.30 APRIL 19L5.

Location of Troops on 1 april 1945:

Battalion CP....-..‘...o.-..-.o..o.o.‘.. L557150
Battalion TrainS.....o..-.....----o-oo-o 1‘581118

Reconnaissance Company...eseeseesecsssse LI10219
Lth Recon, Platoon (3 8lmn Lortars)., L706231

Comarw "A"c.o--octso--o-.-o-oo-o--oocon L516129
1st fPlatoon glst Section)eeesessvsaes LUBILISL
lst Platoon (2nd Section)eseveessesss LSOT137
md Platooncoooo.o--...on-....-o....‘ L505138
3rd Platoono.........-.--..o..oo..... L553]-95

conpaw ”B".onooa'alc-lo...o.oio.oti..l.. 14&7252
1st Platoon (1st Sectiong............ L60625)
1st Platoon (2ud Section).eeececeesss LOOL2LY
2nd Platoon....-otlo.ol...c-ooooooo.o L566219
3rd Platoon. élst Scctiong............ L609252
3rd Platoon (2nd Section).ee.eeesesss LE9253

Co]‘]parv 'lC|'.ll'".................‘..... 14593235
1st Platoono.oooocoooc-ooo-noa-noo.lo L59l82367
zld Plawon......'................... L&u72359
}.d Platoon.....'.‘.........l.'...... L592623h8

751 Tank Bn, (B, C& D Co's Operationally attached)

up Corilparw, 751 Tank B’l-c--ooo-oooooooc le7l29
lSt PlatOOI‘l 2 kas ese000scessesenee Lh931m
1st Platoon ?l Tank evecsveonsensseoe Lh88lu3
1st Platoon (1 Tank )eesseesesseessss LLBBLLS
2nd Flatoon 3 Tanks ®0evocsrscrcccsn L530170
2nd flatOOl’l 2 Tarlks $o0 00000 0Pa000 L516176
Jrd Platoon (3 Tanks)eeeesssssascaass L507165
3rd Flatoon 2 Tanks t0aceecocccsnsoe Lh99166

" Company, 751 Tank Bleeeseceesesessss LELB1ES
lSt Platoon 20600 ss0cssssacsacssnnose L565227
2nd Platoon .'.....‘.‘............... L572207
3rd Platoon L R I N T T ) L553195



Location of Trooos on 1 april 1945: (Cont'd)
upt Goupany, 751 Tank

lS'b Plato:)n 3 Tal’lksg......-o-...-..-....LSBSlBO

lst Pl&'tloon 2 Tanks c'co-co-.o-.-oo-o--oL537182

2nd Flatoon (3 Tanks).eeeeeeessssoeaseseal527176
nd Jlatoon {2 Tanks)eeeeesseeesessssasealy3LLT7
3
2

3rd Platoon Tanksg....................L539183

Brd L’latOOI'l Tarlks ...'..O....'I...l.l.LSIOlBS

as the period opened the 70lst Tank Destroyer Battalion and the
751 Tank Battalion were in defensive positions along the entire right
of the IV Corps front, Company "“C* of the Battalion was in indirect
fire positions under operational control of the h2Lith F.s, Group,
Company 5% was under operationsl control of the 75lst Tank Zattalion
{FORCz 1.uDDEN), Recomialssance Conpany was attached to II Corps, sub
attached to the lst armored Divisicn and in Infantry positions with
the lst Tank Battalion (diswounted), o, BG4, and “O% Cos, of the 751
Tenle Battalion were under control of Hesdquarters, 701st T,D. o,
(BURCsS REDDING),

Recomiiclagrmice Cormany reverted to settalion control on the lst
nd wes noved to the SILLa arca (L593136), where the Company was pu .
on their veniicles for the first time in severzl months, Vehicular
ond radio reintensnce, and the prep-ration of their vehicles for com-
Bot occupled btoaeir time for the next ten deys, The long winter period
2o Infantry nad resulted in the faet thot their vehicles had not hwed
dreocr preventative maintanance and a long period of work was needed

to refit thelr vehicles. for conbat,

3]

For the other units of thie Battalion tive FORCE L.ADDEN - FORCI

e

RICDING teetical grouping held until the 9th of april, when 211 re-

vorted to ooront unit control., During this pericd, positions of units

2
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rooined escentizlly the sate, witlh sonc fow creeptions, and normsl
obsurved and unobserved, dircct end indircet fires were carried out
from sctotic defensive fire positions, Jhile dhese activitics were

boing cerried out, plons were being nade for the prospeciive of-

fersive operation soon to teoke place, The Sattalion (end the 751

Tark M) wie to be in direct support of the 10th U, 0. wouwntain Infaontry

Sdviesion (U.3, IV Corps; in the Fifth amy attampt te bresk out of the

Aroalines into the O River Valley. The Division Conniznder had de-
ciced thet cne Tank Couyiang and one Tank Destroyer Compsny would bae
abtvached to vach Infantry Reginent for the initial stages of the
operation, The attachuents (to toke efiect 1200 hrs D-1) as follows :

U5th Lt, Inf. Regt, “i% Coupeny, 701st 0,0, Bn,
@zt Conpeny, 751t Tank In,

goth wt, Inf, Regt, #G" Compony, 701lst T,D. Bn,
ngH Conpeny, 751lst Tank .

87th 1%, Inf. liegb, "a® Cowpeny, 70lst 0,0, i,
wai Comoany, 75Lst Tank B,

Gy mutuel sgrearant between the 7015t ond 751st Corainnding Uificers
it w5 farther gagrecd that cach Tang Destroyer Colpony would send oue
Flatoon to its corrusponding Tank Goupany, and cach Tonk Conpany vould
sutd one rlgbvon te its corrcspoiding Tank Destroyer Guipany., LDis
was donne to belster the fircepower of the Tank Compony wivih the 30
owl end to gilve whe TD's tiae benefit of the autonstic weapons of Glie
ediw. taik, The comianitions probla:s in this were nil, due to the
foch thot both unibs were cquipped with the SCR 500 radio series (o
mebuzl exchanze @nd rv_llvigmu(,‘nt of erystole wes nade),

The Infantry Regilmentsl Counonders were to scid one Tank or T2
A

NP LAYy with cach assault Infantry Dettolion, This gave six armmored

"
2
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Corpanies with tiie six assault Infantry Rabttalions, done of the arior we:

te be neld in roserve with the exception of the 70lst liccomalssance
Coroony and DM Cuipary of the 751st Tank tn, These tuo Componics
were to be agbtachoed to o form-tion laown as Task Force (URSULIT uncder
cors:-nd of the 3rd Bn, of the 86th Infantry Regiment, This force wrs
to be activated upon Division order and wos to be uscd to oploit any
najor brezkthrough rnads during the attack,

The period 9 « L2 spril vwaos spent in readying for the operntici,
The Tank - Tank Destroyer Platoon exchange was made, and on the l2th
all Coupenics moved to their assaibly areas for the attack, At 18uu

hrs 12th april, thc dispositions were as follows:

3N GCelle L5902
Mai Conpary L61921i5
WERH Conpony 1607252
1st Platoon 1566219
2nd Platoon, lst 3ection LE0625)
2nd Platoon, 2nd Section 1609252
3rd Platoun 1572223
HOH Corpany (= 1 Cun) 1637237
(1 Gun, "G# Compeny L602233
Iteconnzissance Conpany LE03237

(The one Gt Compeny gun ab L022L3 was for firing Ystar® shells
over given target arcas at night for girplones, This aireground
cooperation in night bombing fr-:,s used several tices with success dure
ing the operation),

The scheduled attack by the 10th Lountain Division begmn at 0700
heurs 1l April, all Gun Couponies of the Battalicn noved in supoort.
My nineficlds and daiclitions held up progress for most of the
initial day,

The ~btack progressed slowly, By the 15th TOLE had been taken,

nd elenents viere moving slowly norvir cgainst scattercd resistance,




Conpony Yal engaged three enauy tanks this date, and put one of
then out of action. xgain on thc foilowing day, “A" Coupany destroye-
ed another enany tank, and Conpany "“G" destroyed 2 anti-tank guns,

The 85th lteginent and Corpary #BY, 70lst Tarnk Destroyer Bn,
sceured the left flank against counterattack as our attack progresscd,
This left "B* Compaony well in our rear for the next few days, and ¢if-
ficulty was expcrienced in maintaining corrmunications, On the 18th
however, “b' Cowpany was detached from the Battalion and attached to
CeCuMal of the 1lst amored Division, This Corpany was destined to re-
nain detached for the ranainder of the operation,

The breakthrough into the PO Valley was made on spril 20th, Two
Infantry Battolions sapported by "a®t and UC# Conpanics were out of the
Appenines and atlI0 hours the Recomnzissance Comp ay passed through
with orders to cut Highway # 9. This wns affected by 10O hours, On
this cday, Company 9G" destroyed one LK IV and one 150 i gun. In~
nunmerable prisoners woerce taken, (%B* Compamy, with C,C, %uw", destroy-
ed 2 §/P guns in the LOYLD grid square at 191200B), Battalion dis-
pusitions at 2018005 april were :

In CP 751506
Bt Comp My 752255
"GU Company 733567
lst Flatoon L1563
ilBiI Cotipany
1st Platoon 680 399
ond Platoon 683396
Recomeissmee Company 772546
1st Platoon 777548
. 2nd Platoon 778543
3rd rlatoon 737563
Lth rlatoon 774552

The Divisicnal objective for the next dgy was to secure the

BULPORTO bridges intact, #ait and "CH Companies were o support the

‘!%‘!
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edvence of the 2nd Pn, of the 86th Regiment, Reconnaissance Conprry
was to provide a reconnaissancc screen for the divisional advance,
4% 0910 hours one lLie8 and one L= amored car of the Recomnaisscnce
Compony were dustroyed by enagy af/T firc., The Platoon Leader of the
First Platoon was killed, and his Platoon Sergeant was seriously
woundcd in netion, The Conpany was forced to vdthdraw and choose
another route of advance,

fneny resistance suddenly collgpsed in this arca. With Recon-
naissance Company in the lead, the 2nd Bn, of the 86th Infartry
(1otorized) protected in colun by the guns of “4i¥# Company noved
along the roads to BULORIO at speeds gpproxinating 30 hePeH. Hleanents
of Ren Co arrived ot FOLPORTO at approxinately 1600 hrs,, somevhat
in advance of the main column, and securcd both bridges intact, In
the vill-ge, hcwever, the 2nd Flatoon of the Compaony becgiae involved
in - strect fight with German Infantry, One L-8 Armored Car was hit
and arncd by an enany bazooka and the Platoon Sergeant was killcde
The flatoon was forced to withdraw back ccross the canal bridge une
til Infantry and TD's cauc forward to secure the town, .t 2118003

April, dispositions c¢f the Battalion were s

Bn GF L 751506
", Coripany L 655753
Reccnnaissonee Conpany L 655753
ugH GOI“p D‘IW
1st Platoon L 714603
2nd “datoon L 747603
3rd Flatoon L 73LS95

advances to the North contimied the next morning, The 10th
Division abtocked regiments sbreast, the 86th Infantry (Route “BM)
and the 87th Infantry (Routc "a%), Company "i¥ supported the 86th

]
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and CGoempany “C! supported the 87th, Iicconnaissance Corpany provided
a screen for koute Y“a¥, ObJective for the day was CakinTT. (F5913) on
the KO River, HResistance wrs slight =nd Compmy "G" rcached the town
of 8¢ BaNIDLTTO (FS5811) obocub 2000 hours in the evening, The colunn
proceeding along Route “BY was not able to reach objective that night
but clasents cf the Reoonnaissznce Comp ay srrived at CaluTl. at 0500
hrs, Iord blocks were auedistely established zlong 21l routes of gpe
preach by Ccmpshics Bi® and #GH, Eneny resistance that rauained in
the area was nopped up,

Infantry units c¢f the 10th Division irmediately crossed the river,
Ccrponics Wa' and “C" supported this operation by direct fire, The
crossing of the K0 Iiver by Tanks and Tank Destroyers, howcver, pro-
santed a most cifficult problan, due to the fact that there were no
bridges avail-bley It was not until the 25th of april thot elements
of this Bottaolion wore able to cross the River to support the Infantry
bridgchead, HReeonnaiss-nce Coipany crossed on an kel treadway bridge
about 251300B .pril ~nd joined the 86th Infantry Regincnt in their
advance to the lorth (objective VaRONi), This treadway bridge, hove
evary was nct a suitcble neans for the n-1l0s to use in crossing, and
a capturcd ferry was utilized in ferrying the Destroyer Corpanies
acrcss, The progresswas slow and the nethcd tedious but by 260100D
April Conpany ¥a' and seven ii-10s of WC" Company had completed the
crossing, Thesc Destroyers then set about to carry oul their assigned
nilssion of flonk protection advence, dleients of the Recommailsscnce
Coupeny were in VZRONa with the 3rd . 86 Infantry at 260100F .pril.
Lopping up by all clements continued throughout the day, ond at 1&0Ohrs
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Reconnaissance ond "C" Comp-nies moved to DUSSOLENGO (FsL58) to occupy
and defend the town for the night,

The Battalion assasbled at 0800 hrs the following morning and uoved
in aupport of the 2dévance of the 87th Infontry Regiment along the shores
0of Lago di Gardc. lLinor resistance was net during the day, npostly fron
88 rr. duglepurpcse afT = »f/T guns, of which Coupany "." destroyed two
and Ren Company destroyed one during the days operations, Foryward
claents of the Battalion reached FU578 at 2000 hours on the 27th vhen
reldeved by eleients of the 751 Tank Battalicn vho continued in the
advance,

(Dering this entire perioq, Compny “B* of the 70lst Tank Destroy-
er Bettalion had been debached from the Battalicn and had been in
support of the attacking 1st armored Division, The Battalion was
unable to naintain contact with this Gorpany throughout the greater
part of the april operations, Compzny "B on the 28th of the nontl.
was attached to the 81st Reconnaisscnce Squadron and on this date
emtered SOLLINO (770510).

Ixtensive deoliticns at F5696 ond tunnel destruction in this
area prevented further amcered advance in a northerly direction, an
" englneey estinate of the time to construct a passable rcute was 7 days.
In the afterncon of the 28th, Infoniry units of the l0th Division nade
an arphiblcue operation (by neans of “IUKW's") around the demolished
rood area and proceeded north, The Gun Couponies of the Battazlion
supperted this operation by direct fire, when the advaneing Infentry
x‘-.r:_s! cut of effective support range of the Destroyer's guns, the
Corponies were withdrawn and road blocks were seb up throughout the

Divigional area, Dispositicns remained essentially the same throughout

S
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the raiainder of the period, On tiie 0th the Babttalicn prepared to
riove to vicinity of RIV.. (.5510Lk) ond TOREOLs (A575025) by ferry
north on Leke GaltDi, and thence to continue to the North in the directic
¢f bhe Zrenner and IiSla passes to AUSTRIA in support of the 10th
Infontry Division, which was assanblying to attback,

The last repcrted lceation of Company "% was TREVIGLIO (K5668)
on the 29th of ,pril,

R EEEEEEE

The uonbh had been 2 period of continual novaient, a great valley
h~d been ercssed as the Fifth sxuy advanced fram the appenines to the
AMpPs, a najor woter obstacle had been crossed, ond the Gemion ariides
in Italy had virtually bean destroyed, The spring offensive had been
a gratifying success,

For the Officers and lLen of the 70Llst Tank Destroyer Battallon
this ronth nieant the corpletion of 35 long, ardous months of overseas
service, This was perh-ps the niest singly inportant nonth of thai all
to us, for at long leost the cid of the Auropean Jar seened in sight,
Aawcnbs of this Dobtolion were anong the first americon ground forces
te engnge the NHazd enay in this wer, It wos a gratifying thought
that the and wns s¢ neary ond thot the 701st Tank Destroyer Battalion
hod been o part of that Fifth army whose privelege it had been to
cssist in the destruction of the enany in ITald.
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Ble CoPe F 52591l
Bne Trains F 511939
Len Cor:peny F 512888
Wil Corpany F 525915
lst Aatoon F 512888
2nd Platoon F5 38951
3rd Platuon F 539915
"3 Cunpany ~ K 5668
NGY CoLpony F 535936
1st Platoon FhLi167)
2nd Flatoon F 555956
3rd Plotoon F 555956

ALBERT B, BORRISON
Coptain, Inf
Se3
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S-1 ANNEX TO OPERATIONS REPCRT FJOP PERIND 1 -~ 30 APRIL

a.

*

*
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CASUALTIES:

Grade Name

Sgt Russell Simmons
Tec 4 Lonnie W, PLillips
Sgt John J. Carroll
1st Lt Lawrence V. Burke
Tec 4 Charles H. Scott
Pfc Raymond R, Sturm
1st Lt ¢:hn Nl Hudson
T/Sgt Howard J. Spaulding
Tec 5 Notle H. Midkiff
Pvt Joseph H. Metzeder
Tec 4 Corlos Snell Jr
Pfc Claude A. Crowder
Tec 5 Robert E. Leasure
Pfe Willard J+ Cumming
Pvt Johni T O'Rourke
Pfe  Rex MMI leredith
Sgt Robert ,Dunham

Tec 5 Eugene W. Baker
Capt John NMI Hudson

2d Lt Joe H, Patterson
S/Sgt Anthony G. Schepici
Tec 5 Jo. T. (I0) Dial
Pfc Norman Vigderhouse
Pfc Clayton NMI anderson
Pfc John M, Wiwi

Sgt Clyde T. Gephart
Pfc Cecil W. Thompson
Pvt Eldridge C, King
S/Sgt Julius J. Fussell
Sgt alfred L. Parks
Tec § Deloss B. Morgan
Pfc Kenneth D, Coleman
Tec 5 Gordon B, Bernhard
Tec 5 Donald L. Carringion
Tec 5 Dallas A. Holcomb
Cpl Alexander Crawford
Pfc Ralph D. Higgins
2d Lt John R. Foster

Tec 5 Marshall R. Nuzum
Pfe Sterling C. Brown
Pvi Claude N, Gilliland
St George L, Baldwin
ot James E. Upchurch
Plc Herman sdams

P{c Rev O Peterson

Cet Tem T, Gunn

S/Sgt. Occar E. Swanson
2¢ L+ Farl L. Urban

rfc Arnold . asling
Capt  John NMI Hudson

NO"™ HOSPITALIZED

34160213
15045811
31029681
01176904
33090791
33580281
01307549
35155475
35482495
37721341
34359063
35260250
37328661
15047888
33026617
6669903
33272551
362428,8
01307549
01999106 Hen
20123378 Ren
34194239 Ren
33193261 Ren
35262612 Ren
35168871 Ren
33261645 Ren
150109485 Ren
34914162 Ren
3,208886 €

20346573 C

37449685 C

35623822 ¢

35378260 Ren
35152806 Rcen
33120105 Ren
31244315 C

3831678 C

02001723 Ren
37205973 B

35132318 C

33157667 B

15047931 Ren
34134349 Ren
15055053 Ren
34053954 Ren
34147389 Ren
36185161 Ren
01999201 C

37519651 B

Q1307549 C

OQwwowow

Hq
Hq

n

C)UJ(§:D'CJg’CJUJUJ

L Apr
11 Apr
15 apr
15 apr
15 apr
15 Apr
17 apr
17 wr
17 alY
17 apr
18 Apr
18 Apr
18 spr
18 apr
18 apr
19 Apr 45
19 apr 45
19 Apr 45
20 Apr L5
21 apr L5
21 apr 45
21 Apr 45
21 Apr 45
21 apr LS
21 Apr 45
21 Apr 45
21 apr L5
21 Apr 45
21 Apr L5
21 Apr LS
21 Apr 45
21 Apr L5
21 Apr 45
21 Apr 45
21 Lipr 45
21 Apr 45
21 apr 45
22 4ipr 45
22 Apr 45
22 Apr 45
22 Apr 45
23 Apr L5
23 apr 45
23 npr 45
23 Apr L5
23 Apr 45
23 apr A4S
23 Apr L5
26 Apr 45
27 Apr A4S

L5
L5
L5
L5
L5
L5
LS
LS
45
1.5
L5
45
L5
I:5
L5

1945

SWA
SWA
StiA
LIa
SVIA
LIa
SWA
L‘.J“TA
LIa
Lta
LW
Lih
L
Lwa
LIa
LWA
Liia
LA
Lila
v
Lita
L¥a
L¥%a
KIAa
LIA
LIA



e )
II AWARDS:

A+ Purple Heart:
S/Sgt  Herston Childsrs  3521359C C  per GO 25 Hq lst 4D

Cpl kel B. fensoar 16575794 A per GO 25 Hq 1st iD
Pfc alberv B, Crawford Jr 34133988 Rcn per GO 35 Hq 1lst aD
Sgt Ceorge L. Baldwin 15047931 Recn

IIT  REPL.CEMENTS:

Durirg ihe period the Battalion received two (2) officers and
eight (8) enlisted men as replacements.

Iv ROTATION »ND T.%IPOR4RY DUTY :

During the period twenty five (25) enlisted men returned to the
U. S. on rotation and eleven (11) enlisted men returned to the U, S. on
Temporary Duty.
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S=3 LHNEX 0 OrBHaTIONS HEAKT

Vehicular losses Uhrou h eneny action sustained by the 701st

Tank Destroyer Gotb~lion during the ronth of april 1945
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Sely ANFEX TO 02EWATIUNS IUAHORT

axunition expenditures during ronthly period (approxinate) :

39, iigh Sxplosive Slol
34, liigh Explosive (reduced charge) 20L6
3%, 8.oke 65
34, Tine 0
3", Star 157
3, A5G 763
3%, T-105 0
Total
o 3N High Explosive 635
o 371 42C 220
Total
«X Caliber 12500
+50 Caliber 2060
Grenzdes, Hand (lE) 86

Grenades, Yellow Snoke 10



HEADQU:..RTERS
7C1ST TaNK DESThCVER BATTALION
APO 464 U. S. AR{Y

1 May 1945

CQUBAT_LESSONS LEARNED = 1 = 3Q APRIL 1945

During the entire month of April 1945, the 701lst Tank Destroyer
Battalion was in support of the 1Oth lioratain Infantry Division; with
the exception of Company "B which, during tle peried 17 - 30 April vas
under operational control of the 1lst a»mored Division, Operations, for
the greater part, were offensive; consisiing of fast-moving Infantry-
Tank -« Tank Destroysr Combat Teams t.nder "nfrniy Jommardi., Resistanece
varied from strong to nil, and the oup=iat.nn: suvered the entise ares
from the Appenines through the Po Rive. Valler ue the Alpa, Terrain
varied from flat cultivated valleys wi-h gcod road revs to high barrea
mountains where roads were 8 nonexistant facwor. Every conceivable
German anti-tank devise from the A/T Grenede and Bazooka to the €8mm gun
was contacted by elements of this Battalion.

From the many and varied combat experiences of our parsonnel during
the period, a wealth of combat lessons have beon derived. For the sake
of simplicity, these Lessons will be discussed under the following
headings:

1, Tank Destroyer Gun Companies.

2. Tank Destroyer Reconnaissance Company.

3. Tank Destroyer Headquarters and Headquarters Ceapany.

4o Communications,
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1, TalK DESTROYER GUN COLPaNLiS

During the period 1 -« 30 april the 70lst Tank Destroyer Bg.ttelion
and the 751 Tank Battalion worked in close conjunction supporting the
10th lountain Division,

Innumerable Tank - Tank Destroyer tactical groupings were attenpt-
ed, all arranged to meet a given tactical sitwction, rroper communi-
cation enabled each of these organizations to successfully carry out
their assigned missions, The two Battalions initially intcrchanged
crystals on all 508 and 528 radios within their respective organizations,
This automatically insured commnicztion of any combined groups of Tanks
and Tank Destroyerse

Initially in the period each Tank and Tank Destroyer Company interwe
changed one Platoon, This zave each tank comupany two platoons of li=k's
and one platoon of i=1l0'%s, and gave each ID Comp my two Platoons of
i=10's and one Platoon of L-L's, One mixed compony was then sent in
support of each assault Infantry Battelion, Later in the period ~11
conceivable combinations were profitably used. (Wote - The integral
Platoon construction always remained unoltered, Exchanges were not madse
involving units smaller than the Platoon)

The actual assonult on enemy positions wns carried out as follows:

The Tank Destroyer pk toons were used a5 o base, firing in dircect
support of the advancing Infantry, The l.ediun: Tanks were slightly in
rear as a nobile reserver, after the TD direct fire had softencd the
enany strong points, the medium tonks caie forward, passed through the
TD's, ond pushed forward to the objective vdth the Infantry, The TD's
continued to over-watch, engaging all targets of opportunity,

In the initial stages of the Divislonal sttack (vieinity of Casteld
d' aiano) some Tank - Tank Destroyer companies had enginecrs pl-atoons
attached, Numerous mines and demolitions were encountered and without
imriediste engineer assistance the progress of the amior would have been
frequently delqyed,.

In the advence across the ro River Valley, one platoon of Tonk
Destroyers usually operated with the forword elements of the notorized
columns, The rensinder of the TD corp-ny were interdispersed (by
sections) between the trucks of the roteriged Infmtry to protect the
colunn from roving German self-propelled guns, vhich after being by-
passed, often fired on the trucks in rear of the aror,
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TaNK DiSTHOY 2R GUN COL.PaNIss (Conttd)

It hes been the policy of this Battolion thot Flatoon Leaders
are on the 1=10 for morc effcctive control of the guns and for his
own protection, In flat terrnin, such ~s the Po Valley, the fire
of 211 platoon guns arc brought on each torget (in mountainous ter-
rain this is not always possible), If the rlatoon Leader-brings the
fire of his gun onto the t-rget, he no longer commands a platoon but
onc gun; if he docs not wngage the target, but continues to control
the fire of his pl-toon, hc looses the fire of one of his guns, On
Compeny Cour.~nder suggests the nddition of the fifth gun to the plcotoon
(Orgenizotion then similor to the tonk platoon), another Company Cori-
nander suggests a Yight tank in the TD platoon as the Flatoon Commands
er's vehicle (in lice of the authorized L-20),

2 6 A 9 ¢ 8 3 &

It is inperntive thot Tanks ~nd Tank Destroyers keep moving when
roadbound in mountoinous terrain whon under enery observation, North
of SAVIGN.NO three taonks were destroyed by eneny tonk ~nd artillery
fire when the colwn jormed and stopped on the road as the lead tonk
rcached the objective, In this conncetion, it niay be said that whan
operating with dismounted Infoantry columns in mountainous terrain,
only a snall portion of the TD comp-ny should be kept forvwrd (pos-
sibly o section or -~ platoon), Thc colwan that odvonced up the cast
side of Lago di Gardo ably proved this point in that the cntire ob-
tached TD caupny wos kept well forwvard, » blov in the rond wias
reached and the ontire amored colun was juaied forvnrd (it being
ncxt to impossiblc to got off the road), The entire left colunn w-s
thus exposed and offcered o nost promising torget to enuuy guns ncross
the lake (rmge 2500 to 3000 yards),

e o o & & & 9 b

Gernon anti-nirceraft gunners on the du-lepurposc 88 1m gun ope-
parently do not nake good 4/T gunnors, The prescnce of nruor scins
%0 ucke then loose their nerve, ulso, trained to t-king lends on fast
noving aireraft the ./a gunner firing on taonks will invoriably over-
estinnte the load, ond fire in front of the tonk, Four tincs in two
doys enery 88 rm ./u guns used for ./T purposcs fircd on ~rmored €-rs
and TD's ot ranges under one thousand (1000) yards, =nd r.issed, One
prticular gun fired five rounds, missing cach tiue, Then the erevw
evidently nbnandoned their gun vhen o TD cone forward to engage and
destroy it,
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USE OF STaR SHILLS

During the past scveral ronths the naval shell, Illuminoting, 3
inch ki 2k, lkod, 1 w/Fuze T & Sg LiSh has bean uscd by this Battolion
in the following thrce roles

(1) Illuuinntion of targets for night borbing,

(2) IMlunin~tion of eneuy strong points to be engaged by

b I W R
divnnt fire,

(3) Tiluwdnotion of targets for ¥icld srtillery obscrvers for
nicht ~djustricnts,

Night Poribing:

Our night bembing niissions were prearronged by the oir Corps ~nd
trang.itted to the Battolion tiirough Corps .rtillery, e have founc
that is necessaxy to hove on officer, fonilinr with ncthods of fire
direction md sinple survey and two gans, with the solc nission of fire
ing illwinsting shell, ulso scveral hundred rounds of shell were always
on hond ~t the Battalion dwap,

The guns hod to be well forword so s to be ablc to cng-ze cfe-
feciontly t“c targets sclected by the .dr Corps for the nights operations.
The Batt-lion wns never inforned until late ~ftornoon of the locations
of the torgets (centers of corrmnication, road junctions, ete) whir™
usually were well in front of our lines,

Registration by air OP or ground OP on area targets is desired
but not a2lwoys necessary. On several occasionsy when time did not pore
it day-light registration, the guns were laid by compass ond fired
with sotisfactory results,

The riethod of engaging targets by the Batt-lion wns laid down by
the air Corps and 1V Corps artillicry.

4t TOT (Tine over Target) -~ 2 mimites, an aircr-ft releases a flare
in the target area. This served as ar e=lert noticce to the guns which
fire two illwainating shells over the cunter of the target at T0T,
at T0T plus 2 niwtes, two odditional shells n~rc fired over the cemter
of the target, Then from TOT plus 2 ninutes to TOT plus 6 uimutes both
guns fire os nony illumin-ting shells os possible directing then in the
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nanner: Conter of torget, three hundred (300) yards left of torget
ond three hndred (300) yords right of target

Mhgeging Torgets with direct fire ot night,

ot one tinc during the 10th Lountain Division operation in the
Castel d'siano secvor the eneryy was known %0 be building 2 strong
point about cight hundred (800) 7. ic frow our front line, It was plone
ned to have "a? Corp-ny, TOL TD Ea firce star shells over this point
and hnve "B" Corpary, 701 TU Bn ongage the target with direct fire,
Tine did not pewrit rogistrofion curing day light on the target, The
guns were laid by caipass and vhen fired, not having been registered,
werc off scverai mils in defiestion and instead of lighting wp the
target, 1it vp the platosn Sho* was to fire. e never fircd this type
nission ngein, but the neecessity for registiction 1s obvious,

Registration of Field uriillery by F2 ou nisht using Illunincting Shell,

e v - e o sttt

During ovr operations with the iNth Lonntain Division in the
Castcl dY uimo cector we usced, with sonc siccess; illuninating s
for right adjustmient of Ficld artillery, The nethod although sonewint
crude, is ~s follows:

i)

Conrmnicctions with the .rtillery woere cxtrazely difficult,
Lountain crtillery con find firing positions without much troublc, while
for our gun with it's flat trojecilory, very few suitable positions
could be found. Therefore, distonces betweun srtillery and TD's were,
as o rule, great, ond wiere iipracticable, The SURS10 and SCR 508, cme
to the nountains were not reli~ble, So the following nethod was Cow
vised, uhen the 70 pickcd wp or was inforred of o target the coordie

2tus were sent to the Battalion which in tumn figured the dota for
the target, The Fu would be ready to fire but would not firc until so
orcered by thc FO md then only after he had seen the stor shell ovur
the torget area, The areas then would be continuclly lighted unkil the
registration was conpleted which ususlly took five (5) to six (6)
ninutes,

It is felt that sone better ncthed could be worked out to insure
good illuminstion using o ninimun of shells,
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2, TiNK_DISTROYLL. RUGONKAISSANCE COMP:NY

During the period the Reconnaissance Company ef this Battalien
seldom operated under Battalion Control or with or in support ef the
Gun Companies of the Battalion. None the less, the information they
derived would be of general value to all Reconnmaissance Troops.

In general ensagements between Infantry and Reconnaissance Troop:,
the Infantry will invariably come off second best., ii{«8 Armored Cars are
used as a moblie base of fire against enemy Infantry while 1/4 ton,

k x 4, crews of the Reconmaissance Platoon operete dismounted, attack-

ing agressively under covering fire of the M-8's, Six (6) kilometers
south of Bomporto, Italy, one Reconnaissance Platoon attacked some one
hundred (100) enemy Infantrymen using the ab-v: procedure. By segmenting
the enemy Infantry into small groups by wedging the ¥-8's between them,
the Platoon captured, killed or viounded bthe entire group of enemy without
casualty to themsclves. This enemy group contsined thirteen (13) Officers
while the total strength of the attacking Platoon was only seventeen (17)
men. (Note - Although all of the enemy group were armed with small arms
and machine guns, they possessed no useable a/T weapons).

Under similar circumstances, however, this same Platoon some five (5)
days later engaged a similar numnber of cnemy SS Troops nsar Bardoline,
Italy. In this case the Platoon procedure for attack was the same, and
8 wedge was driven between the enemy. This time, however, the enemy
troops withdrew & short distance, working to the flanks, and bezan to at-
tack the armored cars launching iA/T Grenades and Bazookas. This agressive
action by the encmy forced the Reconnaissance Platoon to withdraw, but
only after it had succeeded in inflicting an estimated ten (10) to twelve
(12) casualties upon the enemy.

In action against ¢nemy Infantry in towns and villages, Reconnaissance
troops often do not fare so well., In Bomporto, Italy, there were two
river and cenal bridges which the Division Coamandcr had ordared to be
secured intact, if possible. This Company was the first unit to reach
these bridges and found them intact upon arrival, Some fifteen to twenty
enemy Infantrymen were on the far side of the bridge, plainly visible.
Suspectinz the bridee to be mined, the Platoon Leader none the less
elected to attack, He ordered his sarmored cars across the bridpe firing
upon the enemy as they advanced., The enemy Infantry scattered, and by
this agressive action the Plitoon Leader saved the bridge. (Some six
hundred pounds of TNT was later teken from the bridge by the Company
Pioneer Platoon) The second bridse was in the center of the town. The
Platoon Leader advanced swiftly and crossed the second (It too was pre-
pared for demolitions). He had dropped offa l/k ton, 4L x 4, and crew
at each bridge for protection, and now found that he must advance on
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through the town without sufflcicont personnel. o clear the houscs border~
ing the street as he advanced. Inemy infartsy evidently realized this
and launched 4/T grenades frem the hcuses ai “he 1i-8's. One “rmored ear
was hit, set on fire, and the Flatoon Sergean. and radio operator were
killed, The German Infentry then counteratiacked and foreced the Platoon
to withdraw back across the bridge. From thls action it may be said that,
against agressive and determined enemy troovs in towns and villages, all
houses along the route of advance mis% be cleaTed zbreast of the advance
ing armor.

When Armored Cirs are compelled tn engage Tanks or 4/T Guns, the
results are usually disastroise On Highway 2 ia Italy cue Platoon was
heading west toward Mowcna. Thic Piatuci was eugaced by an anti-tank 3un
firing at a rangc °F three bwdred 200) yeords, The uderaan ~/T gunner
evidently realized the limitea Suridng racios o7 Lne #-8 Zov he knocked
out the second armored car in the column ricet, thsn ~cstroyed the lead
M-8 before it could turn avay  The Piitoon leader was killed, but the
Sergcant in command clected to attack the gua dlsmountied, He found the
gun %o be protected by determined German Infantiy., Thes, one well placed
A/T gun hopelessly blockzd 2 sajcr highway to the Reconnaissance elements
and a new route of advance had to be chosen. In this action the Platoon
suffered nine (9) casualties while the enemy lost only one (1) man.

Throughout the operation, an armored Field Artillery Battzlion
used the same 500 series radio channel as the Reconnaissance Compuny of
this Battalion. Thus, without official sznction and cntirely by the laws
of chance, an all-important and life-saving arrangenent was viorked oat
mutually betwsen the air-OP's of the ~Fi Battalion and the Reconnaissance
Platoons. The Observers and Platoon operators zradually learned to
distinguish radio voices, and even though the call sizns changed daily,
each group was able to recognize the other. The HReconnuissance Platoons
were habitually in the lead of all north bound coluans, and when air-
bound the air OP would call the Platoons askinz if he eould be of any
help, The Platoons would reply with their forward location, asking the
OP to observe to their front. This resulted severzl times in the location
of enemy tanks and A/T guns to the front and in the passing down of in-

~ valusble informrtion to the Platoon from the OP, This procedure wasS work-

¢d many times in the advance to the north, und the possibility of its use
in future operations in any thcatre should be seriously considered by all
echelons of Command.

The Reconnaissance Company, through the above means virtueslly assured
at all times of adequate Fi support. At inzola, Italy, on Highway 9, the
Reconnaissance Company was utilized -in the defense of the town, At
night, German truck columns came west from Bologna to approximately five
hundred (500) yards of the forward Platoon outpost, and German Infantry
began to detruck. The Platoon leader immediately called for fire from
the AFA Battalion, =~ Battalion concentration immediately broke up the
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prospeetive counterattack,

In retrospect, however, although the damage inflicted upon the
retreating enemy by the Reconnaissance Coapany of this Battzlion was
beyond measure; Reconnaissance, as befits the name, was a dismal failure.
Juring the entire period, although every Combat Command of the Division
used during the period had reconnaissance elements, the Task Force Com-
mander at no time had commvnication with this reconnaissance. Thus, al=-
though the Heuconnaissance Platoons ever carried out their assigned miss-
fons and were hubiwaliy first on objective, they served no purpose than
that they .ere firs%, for they could not trinsmit that information which
they obtained to the proner suthorities, In addition, when the Reconn-
aissznce clements engaged the enemy they were often foreed to fizht the
whole action by themselves, for they were unable to czll upon the Task
Force commanders for adequate support. This resulted in relotively high
casuzltizs in =:n and equirment 2nd lowered mor:le zmonz the personnel,
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3. Tank Destroyer wondgquerters -nd Londquartors Colpon

The Batt~lion Herdguorters of o Tonk Dostroyer Battzlion (and ~ny
other I~ttalion or sinil-r Ioawdqu-rbters) uch bo presarud te dofond
thauscelves in c~5b cf ~wtack Uy infiltr-tine wngy, Tuls is 2 oSy
stotacnt to roke, ut to cxcents in foot roguires oricr prognr:s “ticns
and orgniz-tion, The soad lquerters Coumnnd nt is the logicnl Jursul‘ to
sloce in chrroe of tho ore mizeotion of thic Lemdquortirs group, ond ho
should be the ciic to t-ke ciirie in crse of courgoney, In the post
opcr ~bicn, ierth of the o River, t:’u, sendguerters of this Eavt-dien boe
cu.¢ dig-sed in threoe fire fig 1";: rzodnost roving enwy units,

In f-st-ch-ning situ~tions it 1o -Jzost irpessible for the TD
Frtt~lion to keeo closc chock apon oAl of dito uni‘bs, for con 'bonmts cf the
Bett-dion ~re wsundly spro-d over - ocamlote Jivisicninl or uft 1 Corps
scetor, ot prescent writing it is ”991‘&/3(11_“,1391:: 180 wiles frer. :*.tr, 2ldcon
endqu rvers tw o the Coip ny Cr of one < tie Gun Coup-nics of this
Brttoalion, Threo rerce rlotoons (one vl L;Cux. from ench of the cuan cap-nics
and one Reeconiniss-nes fl-toen) are:wro thin 145 riles fror the Brbu-ddon
Cre The ~diinistr-tive proble.s ere-ibed b;r these distices re & pur=
pcetunl stroin won the foeilitics of the Battalion, Durin, the post
winter, the Sotb-licn ne-dguerters mmd Oun Ccip-nivs cpernbed in one Gorpo
vindde the Reecnncissanes Coipnny uppl‘ 4o in wmether £-r ocreoss ths -xuy
front, The wllebeing of those far sorend Genn-nies -lost ecanpletedy
dgpends woon the interest disgl-yed in tha: by the anits te -ddch they -re
abtaciiad,

This B-tb-lion beson the o st Operntion -rith five (5) @.C trucks ou
det~ech=d service to the provison-l 1V Corps ‘bruclcln,; Gorp-nye 058 of the
tine during the operstion -¢ lewst one (1), -l usu-lly two (2), T-nk
Corpnics verce ~ttnehed to tac Lntenlion, J.hl.; Lipescd - supply straia
whieh the Tronszortation Flntocn -nd the oabtalicn ocupply Cfficer wirce
un-ble to overcon.e, Trucks were just rot av-il-blce to houl the requirsa
gnsoline, digsel, -nd ~iunitien, .1 kltchmu, tent- g, suppl,,, 1
other vauiprent had to be drogpel olony the oy, Dac to 2aek of ~dequotc
truck-~ ¢, it wns neeessory for the p\.rucmwl cf the unib te forfoit t.wlr
beer ond llk\, r-tiong, ething but itcis of ~bsolute ngcszlts could be

c-rricd, Uopturced cney vehieles 2dl cvi-ted this shoert-gsc for - shert

o/
o

tie, bub --l”w orcurs for the turn in of copturcd vehicles soon pub n
«nd o this,
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L. COLLUNICATIOWNS

This Battalion had so long operated with the lst armored Division
vhere communications and communications problems have been success-
fully mastered thot the difficulties encountered in operating with an
Infantry Division brought about almost unsolvable situations, adequcte
comminicatior wos not insured between the component elememts of the
Infantry-Tank-T-nk Destroyer forces and the situation of each often be-
came obscure to the other.

The Tonks and Tank Destroyers both used the 500 series radios ond
o mutual exchomgze of rodios and crystols insured proper and adequate
communication between them, Neither, however, had adequate communicztion
with the Infanitry they supported. ror this reason, Infantry Commonders
in the excitement of battle, having no communication with Tank or Tank
Destroyer Commanders would attempt to seize control of individual guns
often ordering them into impossible situations =211 without the knowledge
of the armored flatoon Commanders, Confusion and cntagonism were the
only results of these situations; ~11 unfortunate and inexcusable but
understondable. In the sane manner, Tanks ond Tank Destroyers were
often required to fire in support of Infontry actions when they did not
have an adequate knowledge of the situntion, and the resultant support
fires werc somevhat ineffective,

Conmunicstions between small Tenk and Inf-ntry units could have
be:n properly arranged for the Tenk ~ Tank Destroyer rlatoon Leaders
2l possessed 0 series Infontry redios, but were never informed of
the unit chonnels of the organiz-tions that they supported,

The 528 radio has been suggested as the stondord set to equip
L=10's in licu of the prcsent 510, This would give the Tank Destroycrs
a set~up equivalent to that of the nedium Tanks, would allow a greater
ronge of commnication, and would cnable o Tonk Destroyer unit, which is
subject to a chmge of attachment within a Division, to carry intezral-
ly the proper channels for the major units within the Division,

air-Ground Tacticel communication is still extremcly unsatisfactory;
the "Rover Joc" and "Rover Pete" orgonizations are not the answer to
this acute problem,

Air-Ground cormunication should be under the control of the fore-
nost cchelon commander of a given Task Force ( not the Force Commonder,
but the commonder nost forward who has adequate communication with the
components of the force), This would normally be either the commander
of the Recannzissance elements or the commander of the advance Guord,
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COLL UNICATIONS (Con® ()

In the pest operction, the Reconn-iss-ncc Corp-ny of this Battolioh
w~s strafed by american P38 ajrerafh md onc - .8 sruowed Cor wins knoclke
ed out cven though tnc vehicls was olainly mavked by the maxdnu dise-
ploy of the preseribed yollow r-amels iosucd for identifiz

~3Ls ~tion purPosSEsSs
Two other times the cclunmn wos mistnken for enemy, ond strofing by S=L7
aircraft resultod

p=l7 ~ircraft ob one +inc worked sone 300 yards in front of the
1e ~d vehicle cf the Reconra.sssance corpny straling enary Tafantry, and
as the Compnony coprocensd Taghwey C. ekl 15 strafed on cnacy group Sonc
five hundred ' L0C . yards to the 1eft renr, With proper corraricaotion,
this cnase Cot.wd Love DoeCCme the rale rather than the exccobiol,
Jithout cxnestior, the wost singly inportant toctical consider-tion
in any preporfed misitory operation is preper and adequave cornunication
between all ccuponent elanants of the given corzmandg Threc years of
Overscas operntions by this Battalion hzve proven this statauant to be

trme,

ALBERT By LORRISUN
Captain, Inf
5-3
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ARMOR I SUPPORT OT" IUELITRY ON LAGO DI
’ GARDA, IT.LY (F5090)

(A7 APHIRIOUS OP*:I“.;ITOLJ)

During the latter part of .pril lQhS, the 10th Mountain Infqntry Division
was attacking north against light and scattered resistance along the cast
shores of Lago Di Garda. The 70lst Tank Destroyer Dattalion (=115 Company),
with "C" and "D" Companies of the 75lst Tank Dattalion attached, was in sup-
port of the division attack; which progressed north along the single road par-
ralleling the Jake, Thus, on the left of tie attacking forces was some thirty=-
five hundred (3500) to twelve thousand (12000) —rards of water, vhile on the
right was an impassable barrier of hills up to lO3h meters in heighte The
area v/as entirely impassable for armored or other vchicles zxcept along the
main roaa to the north,

Initi2l cenemy demolitions were cncountered at #5l3943 oarlv on the morne
ing of ..pril 28th, This causcd some delay to the armor but the infantry pro-
ceeded on to the village of Nwrenc (FS’%Q@?) rhich they oncuplcd‘agg avaited
support of armor, lhon the engiheers had completed tihe fil ‘15&& '5 procccd=
ed on forward to the village, wherc at its north cdge g ?& &}mored car of
the reconunaissance company was taken under {ire by ‘hu. /T gune The
infantry proceeded on forward, but found furthe: ﬁ&ﬁo’ qui\F5§69§8 At
this point they suffered considorablc casvaliuiad frpm %n,ﬂ t@grE{ Gﬂmmn,rwm
fire  from the mouth of a tunncl on dovm: gm&fl "; 1én\2Dh§ %rougqt for-

vard, the crews of the cnumy\ﬁ/%JaQﬁV?Eﬁm guns “VldLﬁ 1@11(j§oruod their guns,
Jer rot a rounc was fwred. . ¥

A m yS&QAO

The dLmolltloﬁs ab FVSGQQB put an cod to further advances to the northa
The roac had been dfoppcd into the lake for a distancc of some one hundred
and fi7ty (150) feet and just hoyond, the road tunnsl mouth (ihere the road
passcd through the stecp mountainside thet ran 1ovm to the weter ocﬂc) had
been closéd where the cextensive demolitions had d;opped the tunncl roof onto
the floor, This tunncl was one of rany between aveno (F5L5947) and Torbole
(+.578023) on the lake shore road, BEnginccr estimates werc scven (7) to ten
(10) doys to clecar the road,

AS visual recomnaissance nroved the other tanels to be still intact, the
division commandcer dee’ded upon an amphibious opdrntion to -o cround th: dc~
molisicd arca to sccure the otacr twinels intact,

"DUKTTS", being available, sere immcdiately brought forvard and a battal-
ion of infantry vras landed in the vicinity of “5698. This lcading —ras sup—
ported by the direct firc of "C" Company of the TOlst Tonk Destroyer thtallone

A=L8L -1 - ol CTID
cric '2"'83'55 -
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“hen this landing had been sccured, (the remaining tunnels werc taken
intact), support troops werc landed, and an aftack was launched to sccure the
toms of Riva (..55204L) and Torbole (..578023), It ims then that the command—
ing general decided to attempt to use barses to ferry tenl's and tanlt destraoyers
norta on the lake to support the advance of the infantry; or if this -mre not
possible, to advance on to the north writh the infantry after it haod recached
the initial Riva - Torbolc objective,

Unfortunately, the nccessary "QUOLSETTY barges vrere not immediately avail—
able for the operation, and.the infantry was on objective (fiiva - Torbole)
long before the first of the armor arrived,

4 forry point was established at TSL7950, and by aficrnoon of the 1lst
of May the "QUONSEIT!" barges wwore in the vater and rcady to receive,

It sras decided by agrecment betveeon the comanding officer, 70lst Tank
Destroyer Bottolion and G-3, 10th Nountain Infantry Division to move the armor
in the follovding order:

1la~-2M-8's (701 Ren)

2 1i=10's (./701) - RIV.
1 b = ~ Engincer Zguipment, = RIVA
2 a=~~21~8's (701 Ren)

15 (p/751 ) = TORECLE
1=l (/51 )
2 b - - Ingincer Hquipment, - TORBOLE
2 1=10's - LIV
L = - A11 rcmaining armor to TORBOLZ in the folloving order:
ledium tonks, light tanls, TD!'s of ".i" and "C" Companics, 7Olst
TD Battalion, and 70lst Rcconnaissance Company,

W

o]
1
|

This order was brought ~bout by the fact thot the vshicles in classes 1,
2, and 3 were to be nsed initially on road hlocks in the Torbolc - Riva arca,

Two unforscen factors entered the picturc, Tirst, although the "QUOISETTM
barges were said to be of the seventy \70) ton class, thcwr actual load limit
“ms not in cxcess of fifty {(50) tons, This mecant tumco the originally schedul-
c1 rumber of runs, Next, the motor on the "QUONSETIM <as not mechanically
cporative, and it ms nﬁccsucrv to propell the barge by tying "dukwr's" to the
port and starboard side and using the "dukw" poier to move the "QUOHSETT."

This addec to the minimum time linit of cach trip up tnolﬂko.

Hontheless, the ferry ~as in operation by 1430 hours, 1 Loy, and by 1715
hours the first load had arrived at Riva, (iuo entire forrv trip consunmed
soro tiro and one-half (2%) houru'timc. This meant o mazrimum of trelve (12)

tanks could be handled each day)e The ferry CO;tJlLC in Opcf“tlon throughout
the night, and by 021700B liay the followring vehielos had arrived at destina-
tion:

1st Plotoon, Rene Co.y 70lst TeDe Bne
3ra Platoon, lLcne Co., 70lst T,D, Bn,
st Platoon, "A" Co., 70lst T.D, Bn,
So. Hg's , Lcie, 4 T70lst T,D. Bn,

‘ ‘ RECTEICTID
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2 iledium Tanks of "C" Co.; 751 Tenk Bn,
1 Lignt Tank of "D" Co, , 751 Tank Bn.
i Quonsett loads of heavy engineer bridging equiprent,

This list shows that the contemplated schedule of movenent was not follow-
ed to the letter, It was learned that although the barge could not handle )
two (2) tanks each trip, it could nonetheless carry additional light wvehicles,
A model load was one (15 medium tank and one (1) !%~8 armored car. 1/ ton,

I x 's of the reconnaissance company could also be added to the load as
availables Thus, the vehicles of the reconnaissance company preseited no
problem,

A change in the priority of equipment was made the next day in that en-
gineer equipment was given load priority over tiie armor, co that by 031800B
lay only five (5) additional medium tanks of the attached "C" Company, 751
Tenk Battalion had been ferried.

No further trips were made vith the armor., The road to the north as
opened at 0800 hours on the lith of lay and the ferry was pub out of operation,

YXXXXXXXXXXHXXXX

Althouvgh the quonsett barge was only in operation for a matter of four
(L) days, and although only a portion of the available armor Wwas transnorted
ty this ferry, the operation ims nonetheless decinaC a successe. The use of
quonsett barges in such operations is tactically a sound rroposition, and their
usc in future operations by commanders faced with similar circumstances czhould
be seriously considered. The operation just describer could have been carried
out ia the face of enemy fire ﬂnc, had the quonsett boerges been available,
tanks and tank destroyers could have lended iith the infantry,

YXXXEXEXXXAXXTNYXXXX

unken into con-
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In any similar operation, the following factors rust be
siderations

l., ZIffcctive control must be exerciced at the ombarkation noint, Cnly
vehicles to be immediately available for loading nust ba in the arca. (This
battalion placed an officcr at the embarkation po;nt with radio and telephone
contact rith battalion headquartéers. The loading officor then called for
vehicles ns desired for loeding).

2e DIffcctive control must be cxercised ab the dabark-tion point, “hen
only o limited number of quonsctt barzes arc available, small portions of
zraorad units may beecome lost after deborkation,

3e hen gquonsett borges are to e usod
thorough map-study must be made of the land::
ing points,

1

t0 corry armor in the assoult a
@g area, to iasurc adequnte land-

li's Cuonsztt barges ore ngincpr cquipment thet ore uscd only for chort
periods of e jor operations, For this reoson, tlro“gh leng standing <rithout
b

usc, the poier motors arc liablc to become xnopo-at¢vc. Tvro motors werc tricd

-3 = RZSTRICTTD
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in thc lest operation, and peither one worked. If such a henvy piece of cn=
ginc.r couipment is worth hauling all the long vy up Ital , it is wortl: being
kept in an operative state,

5, A sufficient number of the quonsett barges rmust be ic to
the ~rmor, In thc past operation, it would hnve taken tyro (0, vroele o forry

the combat vehicles of this battalion. The usc of quensctt bargos for units
larg:r thon battalions is almost out of the question.

. In assault operations, some form of protcction from cnemy firc must
be aflorded the crews of the quonscits,

« In operations in which it is conbomplated teo nse tonks in quonsct
ges in the assault, it must be plonned to Lond as soon 28 nossihle aft
daylicht. Tanks on tn glow moving cuonzotts rrocent - wost frvorable targe

N :

cammy genfire,

3, “hen it is tomnlated t T pmiian
8. “hen it is contemplated to wse guonsctbt borges in an opcrnuion, Sonc
forcthought must be given to the natter, and the Quonsguto must be kept far
cnouzh forvard to be immcdictely available. in the past opcrtion threc (3)
¥

éaxs trere lost becouse barges vere not on hhad,

/s/ Ailbert L, lorrison
ALETRT Bl HORRISO
Captein, Infontry
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